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Talking Point 

 Aim of Life

Everyone born on this earth has to die. Therefore the question arises—why do we take birth? What is its aim? Sri Sri Thakur Anukul Chandra says, “Being and becoming is the aim of life. It depends upon surrender to Ideal. Consummation of surrender leads to attainment of godhood. So, it can be said that the aim of life is to attain godhood or acquisition of the six attributes of Bhagwan”. (Alo.Pra.Vol.6:26-12-45)

 To a question if the aim of life is mukti (emancipation), Sri Sri Thakur quotes the sayings of Vaishnavites ‘desire for salvation is primarily fraudulent’. ‘The aim of life is to enjoy His Leela. Emancipation is of a much lower platform. If uninterrupted consciousness (smrutibahi chetana) is maintained and adherence to Ista becomes primary interest, then being born even for one lakh times has little significance. Because, complex is not able to reign on us rather we remain above the complexes in all situations (Alo.Pra.Vol.20:2-1-52). ‘World is full of botherations. Success comes, when we are able to nourish Him amidst these botherations,. To live overcoming the botherations is life’. (Alo.Pra.Vol.17:26-5-49)

‘Our aim is to have eternal growth. As God is endless our progression in life is also limitless because our go is towards Him. So, there can’t be a situation called cessation. But, if due to our pride or other attractions our progression ceases, Satan intervenes then and there. We crave to become immortal and being anointed with God’s blessings, we rejoice God’s pleasure and nectar—adjusting all the obstacles that come from within and out. So, to achieve this, we will go on fighting generation after generation.’ Let us also remember, ‘War that leads to death is demon’s boon, war for life is heaven’s boon and Dharma is war for life’ (Alo.Pra.Vol.8:2-6-46)

“If Supreme Father becomes the object of our desire, then His wishes are to be contemplated as that of our own. He wants to mould the world. So, to accomplish this, we will have to carry on as long as it is needed. ‘Desire for Him’ is the Supreme blessing of life. There is no end to this desire and neither is there any end to ‘getting Him’. So, in this process of endless craving for the omnipresent, we will also become endless.” (Alo.Pra.Vol.20:11-10-51)

“You are to be perfect even as your Father in heaven is perfect” (Mathew 5:48). Sri Sri Thakur says, “Perfection is a relative statement that does not have any full stop. The mercy of Supreme Father is dragging us in the course of endless possibilities. Is it good to destroy the urge of moving in His path by halting in the midst in the name of perfection and deprive oneself from enjoying the inexhaustible mercy?” He insists us never to slow down the urge of serving Him in any situation. Because, however much we may try, stagnation does come at intervals. At that time one should give bigger jump by igniting the inner zeal and urge. (Alo.Pra.Vol.8:2-6-46)

Replying to a question if our aim is to remain alive, Sri Sri Thakur says, “Evolution is the aim. For the sake of being evolved, we will have to progress towards the source, i.e., the source from where we have originated.” The simplest process for this is to be devoted to what we want to get. ‘We primarily live for ourselves. To ensure this to happen, we will have to carry out the activities that embody our very existence. This process leads us to the ‘Prime factor’ or Brahma which can be achieved at both through sainthood and family life.  Answering a question Sri Sri Thakur tells, ‘It is not that the saint mentality does not remain in the family mindedness; rather the

Saint mentality may not evolve if we snub the family life’ (Alo.Pra.Vol.20:28-12-50). Sri Sri Thakur does not recommend segregated saadhana. He says ‘companionship of Ista, segregated saadhana, service of larger environment and company of family—all the four should be practiced in parallel. (Alo.Pra.Vol.20:24-4-51)

Like we find fatherhood within a father, we get God through Ista (superior beloved). Our goal is God. Ideal-centric adherence is the only asset that we have. We will do whatever establishes Him—whether it brings unending sorrow, happiness, death or the endless life. (Alo.Pra.Vol.20:5-5-51)

Discourses

( translated from Alochana Prasange Vol.19:25-8-1950)

Dulali Ma: Who eats the food that a man consumes— the man himself or God?

Sri Sri Thakur: The man himself.

Dulali Ma: God remains within the man. Doesn’t He  eat it?

Sri Sri Thakur: We do not offer him!

Dulali Ma: How can it be?

Sri Sri Thakur: We remain engaged with ourselves and eat in greed.

Dulali Ma: Then, doesn’t our eating reach God?

Sri Sri Thakur: God gets a bit, when we feed people with love. He gets according to the depth of our love in offering. God eats when we specially feed to the infirm, starving, and those ravaged in calamity or ruined in misfortune. Not only feeding, He gets everything that you do—endeavour, respectful behaviour, caring or attending them. God becomes more pleased when you make them worthy of ability.

Satyanusaran

To know Dharma is to know the root cause of anything, and to know that is wisdom.

Attachment towards the Source is devotion, and wisdom is in proportion to the degree of devotion. Devotion and wisdom will be as much as is gained through that attachment.

As much as you are attached to a subject, so much wisdom do you have about that subject.

The purpose of life is to drive away ‘want’ completely, and that is possible only by knowing the Cause.

Exhausted in want, the mind seeks Dharma or the Supreme Being; otherwise not.

“What will remove ‘want’, and how?” From this thought the question of the Supreme Being arises at last.

What upholds the existence of an object is Dharma. So long as that remains unknown, nothing is known exactly.

The Message

Wise-posed Fools

Wise-posed fools

      are always satisfied

with baseless theory,

      foolish theme

and false attainment.

—Vol. VI: 127

Life, Love and Lift

What have you to attain 


  by which you can enjoy

     with an exuberance and uplift

         that elates with an inundation,


    by which the environment

           with self


       exalts with a restless



peaceful and heavenly




shower?—


It is Life, Love and Lift!—

      And what to achieve—


       the only achievement 

without which every achievement

       lies in a fruitless shore, death?—

If there be anything

        achievable, lofty and hopeful,

it is to penetrate the depth of darkness


that lies in death enfolded

with a ray clear consciousness


and conscious memory!

—Vol. I: 298

The Will of Thy Beloved

Be always bowed down


to the will


   of thy Beloved the Great,

never try to bend Him


     to thy wish,—

 
because He is ever 



beautiful to thee!

—Vol. I: 141
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War that leads to death is demon’s boon, war for life is heaven’s boon and Dharma is war for life.
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