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Talking Point
Divorce 

Breakdown of matrimonial relationship has become a common phenomenon now a day. Delhi alone reports about 30 divorce cases every day! The general perception is that Christianity and Islam support divorce. It is far from truth. Lord Jesus tells, “Any one who divorces his wife for any reason except unchastity, makes her an adultress, and whoever marries divorced woman commits adultery”. (Mathew, 5:32) Hazrat Mohammed has prescribed divorce only as the last option to safeguard the social balance. Sri Sri Thakur Anukul Chandra describes divorce as ‘dismissal of cultural attributes’, ‘ravishing tyranny to the females by the tyrants of ill-fated society’ and ‘a debauch-dance of sexual revelry that makes the soil of birth filthy’(The Message, Vol. VII:179-181) 

Sri Sri Thakur says, wife should not be considered as a partner but a part of the husband. Both combined form one soul, one go of life. Each becomes the indispensable part of the other. There can never be a question of separate existential go or a separate direction rather, they have only one existential purpose like the two separate branches of a tree. Hence, there can never be a case for divorce.

Sri Sri Thakur considers divorce as a sin which demoralizes the people’s up heaving urge of becoming. It is an insult to humanity, especially to progeny (The Message, Vol. VII: 172) who have neither father nor the affection of mother. The sentimental asset and spirit of children is spurn due to divorce. Their condition becomes like that of street children, getting kicks and sticks and roaming without any sympathy, affection or shelter (Alo.Pra. Vol.12: 9-7-48).

Divorce is the outcome of incompatible marriage. In marital selection, ‘courtship generally confuses conspicuous compatibility’. (The Message, Vol. VII: 160). ‘Due to soaring shocks and unbalanced fickleness, the divorced males and females generally beget cruel, unbalanced, demoniac or imbecile offspring of passionate obsessions in diverse patterns.’ (The Message, Vol.VII:185)

The future of society on divorce system is terrible. It will spoil the stay of life based on mutual tolerance in life struggle. The chastity of females will take adieu for ever. Mistrust and suspicion will replace the indissoluble love bondage between husband and wife. Lust will be the only thread of mutual relationship. The dream of family life with affectionate attachment with children, relatives and neighbors will vanish. Divorce will come to mind as the panacea for even the slightest sorrow, poverty, conflict, distress or danger.  Time may come when people will not be aware of their mother, wife, daughter or sister. They will be left without any affectionate bondage or shelter (Alo. Pra.Vol.5: 6-1-1944)

Sri Sri Thakur tells that the word ‘divorce’ is not applicable where prima-facie the scriptures disprove the marriage. However, in situations where the husband and wife have to stay separate, in spite of proper solemnization of marriage, the husband has to bear the expenses of wife’s maintenance (bharan-poshan) (Alo. Pra. Vol. 7: 27-12-1945).

Sri Sri Thakur says—Divorce system effulges in insanity and unbalanced mind and ‘a race disintegrates generally through divorce and divorced females—though passionate fools like it’ (The Message, Vol. VII: 182). Hence, appealing to the humanity to give up divorce, Sri Sri Thakur tells, “Give up divorce, drive off divorce and root it out along with everything that is unpropitious to your existential becoming as early as possible, and be 

bound to the blessings of Providence with constant awe. Be cleaved heart to heart with the compatible similar clan, forebear each other. Remember—mistake can never be propitious to our existence, and so is ever inadmissible. Serve your beloved Lord and impart Him to and bestow Him on everyone. Be engaged with the service of eternal life.” (The Message, Vol.VII:167)

Providing guideline for ‘the society where divorce rolls on making marital relations unrighteous and the pair unreliable props of life to each other’, Sri Sri Thakur tells, ‘in such cases of divorced husbands and wives— if the dislike for which they separated is to be dislocated, they should not marry another again, except their previous mate. Rather, they should remain separate with all purity till they reunite and cleave together actively with love for beloved the Lord, trying their utmost to chastise themselves with sufferings and forbearance and to appease themselves in sorrows, sufferings and happiness in the way of love and be blessed—thus discarding in all respects the villainous tyranny of divorce. They should also make their children discard the system of divorce and teach them to select their mates carefully with every righteous observation and so make society clean and chaste in all respects for the welfare of the people—for love is ever royal, ever modest, ever rich in valour and vigour.” (The Message, Vol.VII:169). 
Discourses

( translated from Alochana Prasange Vol.  16:20-4-1949)

Sarat Da: The argument of the materialistic Marxists is that material comes first and then the mind, i.e., matter creates the mind.

Sri Sri Thakur: Mass gets transformed into energy and energy crystallizes as matter. The image of matter being transmitted through sense organs and nerves falls in our brain and generates feeling. Feeling in turn creates urge and that urge manifests through activity. The goal of activity lies in pleasing the love-centre. So, even from the view point of Marx, there is no contradiction in loving and actively fulfilling the Ideal. Hence, Marx cannot be labeled as anti-existence. From whatever angle you approach, you have to move towards being and becoming, along with the environment.

Sarat Da: What comes first—mind or matter?

Sri Sri Thakur: Energy comes first. When energy gets transformed into matter, a part of it takes the shape of consciousness. Note that matter is not discrete from consciousness. When vibration is created in the chit (conscious) form of the matter, we call it mind which can both transmit and receive impulses. In my understanding, matter is not devoid of sachhidananda. What is called matter is also energy and chit from another angle; and whatever you call as energy and chit, is again nothing but the finer matter. It is not impossible to demonstrate this through research.

The Message

Lust Longs For Divorce

Lust longs for divorce,

      divorce makes people unchaste,

the unchaste assemble

and look for liberty—

      the liberty that liberates

      debauchery—

Satan smiles there,

and molested love

       looks to heaven with tears.

—Vol. VII: 173

Divorce—A leagal Sanction for Debauchery 

Divorce is a civil adjustment

       of beastly ballot


with a legal sanction

for debauchery

and for fantastic chase

      of male and female

with a fickle passionate crave

       indulging against the 

chaste go of life

and creating ill-fated progeny.

—Vol. VII: 174

If You Wish to Get Insane Majority

If you wish to get 

      insane majority,

you may drive on

      your divorce and sterilising mission

and gradually have people 

      of unbalanced, maddening character

devoid of conscientious

consideration.



—Vol. VII: 187

A race disintegrates generally through divorce and divorced females—though passionate fools like it.
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