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Talking Point 

Business Practices

Trade and commerce is an integral part of a nation’s economy. There a maxim that commerce begets wealth; agriculture does half of that and serving the court (government job) further halves it. In spite of having highest earning potential in business, greed for money has bred unethical business practices like supplying adulterated products, creating artificial shortages, etc. 

Sri Sri Thakur Anukul Chandra says, one should opt for the business that he comprehends properly. It is better to start with small investment, keeping in mind that one might face repeated failure; but still the failure should not hurt (Alo. Pra. Vol. 9:22-7-47). He tells, even though one fails in first attempt, if repeated attempt is made in a proper manner, it would lead to success.  

Sri Sri Thakur has provided some business tips. The first one is ‘Sweet serviceable behaviour; within and without’. Unless one controls one’s inner self, only superficial soft behaviour fails to win heart of customers, as the internal thoughts get surfaced in some form or other. Similarly, behaviour towards the subordinate staff ought to be sweet, as money alone can’t win one’s mind.

The second one is ‘Direct supervision’. Every aspect of one’s business should be within one’s vigil eyes. All the possibilities of loss need to be plugged. The impact of global change on one’s own trade should constantly be monitored for timely interventions.

The third one is ‘Progressive profitable management with up-to-date accounting’. This activity helps one not only to gauze the current financial situation, but also to assess if progress is being maintained and take precaution from impending downfall.

The fourth one is ‘Avoidance of go-between’. It is impossible to survive in business if one fails to keep one’s word. So, in difficult situations, it is better to say ‘I will try’ and one must try sincerely towards it. If the customer can’t wait, it is better to request him to try at some other sources. Always alternate sources of financial transactions should be nurtured so that in situations of trouble from one source, the other one could be availed.  

The last one is ‘At least 1/4th of the profit should always be added to the capital’. Even if one faces hardship to maintain his family, there should be no compromise in adding the one fourth of income to the capital. Sri Sri Thakur tells that it is not good to be miser in the affairs of nurturing one’s satta (soul). If one wants a luxurious life, then effort should be made to increase the efficiency rather than compromising with the principle. (Alo. Pra. Vol. 9: 7-10-47)

Sri Sri Thakur tells to keep the personal necessity to the minimum possible because “Unruled necessity is the consul of ill-fate” (The Message, Vol. VIII: 328) and “Excessive expense exhausts urge and activity” (The Message, Vol. VIII: 329). He further tells to labour hard, day and night, till a task is completed (Alo. Pra. Vol. 13: 13-8-48). 

Usually we see a gap between the rich and the poor. Sri Sri Thakur tells, ‘The rich are essentially hard workers. The tactful and skillful amongst them become more or less rich by dint of their ability and wisdom. As there always remains a variation in ability, it is natural to have disparity in financial status also. But for that reason, one cannot have any right to exploit others’ (Alo. Pra. Vol. 16: 10-4-49). 

He emphasizes not to spoil sincerity be it for money or any other reason, because sincere character is the wealth of a person (Alo. Pra. Vol. 20: 19-1-52). He denounces the argument that one cannot do business without telling a lie. He blames the customers equally for the dishonesty in business practices. Bargaining by customers forces the traders to put a higher price tag. But if a trader is honest and follows strict principles, the customers also dare not to make loose talks. Usually, a trader has to compete with fellow traders and hence adulterate the products to keep the price low. In such a situation, the trader should mention to customers that he also posses low quality product at lesser rate if they desire to buy that (Alo. Pra. Vol. 4: 6-11-42).

“Loan leans the labour-loving traits and turns one into a pauper.” (The Message, Vol. VIII: 331). Sri Sri Thakur is against making loans and desires all purchasing should be done through cash (Anushruti, Vol. 4:9). Similarly, while giving loan, one should observe the dharma of lending and take safeguards to ensure its return. If one wants to give loan on sentimental reasons without keeping any safeguard, then he should loan only that much which, even if not refunded, would not endanger him. (Alo. Pra. Vol. 4:14-9-42)
Discourses

( Translated from Alochana Prasange Vol.8: date 18-7-1946)

Q (Mrs. Tennyson): Is there any need for framing codified law for the humanity?

Sri Sri Thakur: Yes. But its objective should be the existence and growth of each individual.

Q: Who will frame this constitution?

Sri Sri Thakur: He, whoever has realized law by trading the path of Providence.

Q: Should the rest of the people be forced to abide by that constitution?

Sri Sri Thakur: Those who desire good, would follow that. If one is determined to do good of some one, he could compel the person whenever necessary. That doctor is good, who force feeds the medicines to unwilling patients and cures them. Love gives people the right to force on other people.

Q: Should only a lone wise man guide the constitutional framework or should there be involvement of other intelligent people also?

Sri Sri Thakur: Whoever knows will guide. I say that instead of telling ‘vox populi vox dei’ (voice of people is the voice of God), we should tell ‘vox Fulfiller vox dei’ (voice of Fulfiller the Best is the voice of God).

Satyanusaran

Be wealthy, no harm. But be humble and charitable.

If a rich man be proud, he becomes downed with distress.

A rich man, arrogant and proud, generally lacks faith, and the doors of heaven do not open in his heart.

A proud rich man is a slave to impurities; so he ignores wisdom. 

The Message

Inconsiderate Investment

Inconsiderate investment, 

       inconsiderate, greedy


withdrawal of money

       and uncompassionate behaviour

are the inimical friends 

of business.

—Vol.VIII:330

Economy of Genetics 

It is not a fact 


       that material economy

is the stay of life,

but it is true 

       and an eternal fact 


that chaste and compatible 

economy of genetics

is the wealth of the world,

       though foolish conception

foregoes it;

origin of economic adjustment

        is family and country

crops up from 

chaste, healthy

and compatible eugenic relation 

within similar clans.

—Vol.VIII:341

The rich are essentially labourers. The tactful and skillful amongst the labourers become more or less rich by dint of their ability and wisdom.





Vol.08/06/07





�





� EMBED CorelDRAW.Graphic.9  ���











Editor: Prof. T.K. Jena, G-2, Yamuna, IGNOU Housing Complex, Maidan Garhi, New Delhi-110068,  E-mail: tkjena@ignou.ac.in , Ph. 09818514907

Co-editor: Dr. D.C. Patra, 84/10, Gokuldham, Goregaon (East), Mumbai-400063, E-mail: patradc@indiatimes.com ,  Ph. 022-28797122

The archive of the weekly is available in the ‘download’ section of the website: www.srisrithakuranukulchandra.com
Do never die, nor cause death, but resist death to death


_1260685788.unknown

