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Talking Point 

Cottage Industry

“People are the treasure of the country, and agriculture and industry are the normal mints”, says Sri Sri Thakur Anukul Chandra. (The Message, Vol.VIII:337). Currently, a number of special economic zones (SEZ) are being created so that large industries could be established in different parts of the country. 

Sri Sri Thakur tells, “Large industries are those which give more output with minimal manpower. This makes many jobless. Joblessness not only makes them to suffer, but more importantly, makes them to loose efficiency. That is why, even though a country shines from exterior, majority become poor and useless.” He further adds, “Large industries should not be encouraged to the extent possible. This creates labour as a separate class and brings unemployment. Attempt should be made to create domestic enterprises so that unnecessary large industries could be avoided” (Alo. Pras. Vol.7: 8-5-1946).

 Sri Sri Thakur desires every household to become a complete unit. “Each household should have a worship room, provision for grinding, milling and loom, workshop, laboratory, library, cottage industry, kitchen garden, flower and fruit garden, segregation room for patients, etc. This also helps the children to learn profitable activities as a game” (Alo. Pras. Vol.7: 8-5-1946) 

He clarifies, ‘money does not become a stumble block to achieve this. If one remains active, then Goddess of Lakshmi (wealth) keeps company. Lakshmi means discussion, vision, wisdom, branding, etc. Lakshmi can’t remain without these. (Alo. Pras. Vol.7: 21-3-1946).

To eradicate poverty, Sri Sri Thakur wants “people to be more laborious and to be motivated for cottage industry. It is not good to abandon the normal cottage-industry that we used to have in form of cattle, kitchen garden, varieties of flower and fruit orchards, loom, grinders etc. In this age of machine, one can not progress much without machine. But whoever is active, can also work better with machines and inventive brains can develop finer machines. He desires the message to be ingrained to every household that they should not waste their time, opportunities, land or any other thing; rather utilize them to make their life wealthier “( Alo. Pras. Vol.6: 25-12-1945) 

The purpose of industry should be to serve people and if one “serves people with every compassion for their existential proficiency, wealth flows there to worship him.” (The Message, Vol.VIII:321). He wants people to use their creativity and meet the need of people rather than earn through tricks because, “hoax of money makes one a man of heartless intelligence.” (The Message, Vol.VIII:327). 

He wants to abolish distinction between labour and capitalist.  He tells, “If families manage different parts of production according to instinct and if the family members be both the owner and worker of the industry, then the trick of so called capitalists to engage people as labourer fails.” (Alo. Pras. Vol.7: 8-5-1946). He clarifies that large industry was not permissible under Varnashrama. Wherever possible, a large industry should be decentralized to tens of thousands of households. Thus, every family would be manufacturing a small part and the parts could be assembled at a separate place. This would help people to work even remaining within their family set up. Again, the profit would go to every one instead of being shared amongst a selected 

few. (Alo. Pras. Vol.13: 16-7-1948).

“Government should keep a close watch on the evil designs of large industries (both national and foreign) who try to force failure of cottage industries. To ensure protection, if necessary, government should levy duty on their products if that is also being produced by cottage industry. Government should also take steps to promote the products of cottage industry and provide amenities and opportunities”. Sri Sri Thakur also puts a word of caution that large industries which are essential, must not be weakened, nor these be destroyed. (Alo. Pras. Vol.7: 8-5-1946).
Sri Sri Thakur expects, “every home to become a miniature university and a miniature state.” (Alo. Pras. Vol.7: 21-3-1946). This would not only minimise the tussle between capitalist and labour but also ensure food and work for a large number.(Alo. Pras. Vol.7: 8-5-1946)
Discourses

( translated from Alochana Prasange Vol.8:23-5-1946)

During discourses, a verse was read from The Message—“He who has no adherence to some superior beloved, may be good natured, but is of no good.”

Q : It is right. But why is it so?

Sri Sri Thakur: If a person is not adhered to superior beloved, then his stature fluctuates and hence he becomes a prey of the environment. He thinks that his activities are for the welfare of people but people actually utilize him as they wish. So, in comparison to a non-adhered (to superior beloved) evil person who serves his selfish interest blindly, a non-adhered, so-called good person goes on nourishing the blind selfish-interests of others in the name of providing social service; but is not capable of moulding  them towards being and becoming. That is why, you can’t label him as a useful person. Everything becomes hypocrisy. The people of this nature might draw a lot of name as beneficent, but are hollow in true sense. Neither are they good to themselves nor to others.

Satyanusaran

Do not regret for not having without doing in the way you can have. To become sad without doing invites a ‘not-to-get’.

To get, whatever it might be, one must learn how to get it and do that exactly. Is there anything more foolish than to become impatient to get without doing?

Know it for sure—“Doing is the mother of getting.” Only when doing is in accordance with desire does success appear.

The desired good of man remains hidden beneath his habitual superstitions, and the Giver of Good is punished only when conflict appears between the Goodness He gives and the habitual superstitions. So the saviour is slandered in His own country.

Nature reproaches those who would approach the unsensed—with neglect and rejection of what is sensed.

Those for whom the Seen is coloured or humiliated by the Unseen are deceived.

The Message

Economic Wealth of the Country

Where sufferance for the Love

is a blessing,

where hearth and home 

are satisfied,

blended with sweet relation,

     economic wealth of the country 

       normally flows

in a puffing flow.

—Vol.VIII:342

Agriculture and Industry
Agriculture and industry

       with their nurturing service

are the natural mint

        and wealth of the country.

—Vol.VIII:336

Exploitation that Elates

Exploitation

       that does not exalt

  but sears the being

is exploitation indeed,

but exploitation

       that elates

              and activates

is the vim of vitality.

—Vol.VIII:323

Large industries should not be encouraged to the extent possible. This creates labour as a separate class and brings unemployment.
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