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‘Ritwik’

Dr. Buddhadev Chakravarty

When the lord descends on the earth in flesh and blood, a new era begins. Mankind takes a big stride on the path of evolution with the creator himself bearing the torch in the forefront. A vista of new orientation gets flung open, when he starts injecting the message of life and growth. A new chapter of light and delight begins when the lord starts working on his mission.

His mission is to reset man’s life on the path of becoming, by pulling him up from the mire of complexes. He reorients the direction towards the origin and leads life to march on an upward path of becoming. His concern is man and life. He works on man, through man and for the sake of man. In order to infuse life and light in the mass, he starts mobilizing a group of workers who act as his tools. That group, by way of consolidation, takes the form of an organized body. At various points in history, this working group has been named in different ways. Essentially, they are a band of dedicated devotees, who having lived on the ideology of their lord, take on themselves the task of serving the cause of their lord. It is they who carry the message of their lord, the message of life and growth, to the rest of the mankind through the instruments of love and service.

In the same manner, ‘ritwik’ association was the creation of Sri Sri Thakur Anukul Chandra, the present day incarnate. The purpose of ‘ritwik’ association was the eternal job of serving the lord through serving his creation. The members of this association are in fact the leading lights of development in the society. Sri Sri Thakur has spoken volumes about the role and responsibilities of ‘ritwiks’. Essentially Sri Sri Thakur wanted to see himself in a ‘ritwik’; something similar to the adage that God created man in his own image. In fact, Sri Sri Thakur himself is the ideal ‘ritwik’ and all others can be said to be only would-be ‘ritwiks’. It is only through the hard and lifelong pursuit that one can come anywhere nearer to the Thakur’s standard. A ‘ritwik’ is required to be highly inspired in the Thakur’s ideology and principles; must be a dedicated soul, must have loving and serviceable attitude to the people and should have a single minded determination to go ahead with his ideology alone if no circumstantial support comes forth. A ritwik’s is a life of a crusader. It might invite misery and suffering. But it seeks pleasure in the Thakur’s satisfaction. At one place, Sri Sri Thakur was found to have said, “What you ‘ritwiks’ mean to spread and infuse in others, that is, ‘yajan, yaajan and istavrity, swastyayani and sadachar’, should be ingrained and blossomed in you in the first place. Every single thought and activity of yours, even the air that you breathe in and out, should carry and serve the lord. You can effectively represent your lord, only when your personality – the in and out of it, speaks of him only.” (Alochana Prasange. Vol. VIII, pp 182) Hence the first and foremost requirement of a ‘ritwik’ is to live in (the being of) the Lord. The aims and objectives of the Lord’s ideology should have a clear imprint on a ritwik’s forehead. Sri Sri Thakur wanted a ‘ritwik’ to be an architect of man and an engineer of society. A ‘ritwik’ has to knock at every door to shape and build every man and every family. A ‘ritwik’ has to qualify for these hard and onerous tasks by equipping himself with the qualities of a sound human being.

Decades have passed by after Sri Sri Thakur withdrew himself from the world stage. The shape and colour of the present ‘ritwik’ association is totally different from the original one. One thing which is no more a possibility is the infallibility with regards to the nomination of ‘ritwiks’ made by Sri Sri Thakur. Secondly, it is no longer possible to be in personal association with and get direct instruction from Sri Sri Thakur. What is possible today is to develop the inner faculties of divinity that is latent in each one of us by stringently adhering to the principles of ‘sadhana’ as laid down by Sri Sri Thakur. Today Sri Sri Thakur is as much present and as much active as he was found during his lifetime. Though he remains unseen, but he can be felt. Sri Sri Thakur’s guidance and loving care is as much available today as it was found when he was in flesh and blood. The light that is Sri Sri Thakur is an eternal one and that can not be extinguished. The energy that is Sri Sri Thakur is a cosmic one and that can not be said to have died out. What is irony is that these simple and well understood premises are hardly found to guide and determine the functioning of ‘ritwik’ association. What are the criteria on the basis of which a person is considered fit for becoming a ‘ritwik’ now a day? Is it devotion on and allegiance for Sri Sri Thakur? No, no more. Unless one joins any one of the number of bandwagons spearheading various factions of ‘Satsang’, one is not considered suitable for becoming a ‘ritwik’. These self serving groups derive their ideological sanction from the distorted interpretations of the Thakur’s sayings. Their ideal is not Sri Sri Thakur Anukul Chandra, but some counterfeit of Sri Sri Thakur. Many of the present day ‘ritwiks’ would not hesitate to admit that their devotion has been adulterated and their concentration has been divided and they are caught in a whirlpool of commercialized and regimented religion.

Today’s ‘ritwik’ carries an image of a paid party worker. He hardly raises a confidence in the mind of an interlocutor. His awareness level of Sri Sri Thakur’s ideology appears to be very low. The most deplorable fact is that he does not seem to have an action plan centering around Sri Sri Thakur. He seems to have lost his ability to think and express independently, as he is being utilized by the group to serve factional interests. 

A ‘ritwik’ during Sri Sri Thakur’s lifetime had a place of distinction in the society as he was nominated by Sri Sri Thakur. Sri Sri Thakur knew the in and out, the past and future of a person. He used to mould a person depending upon the person’s urge and potentiality. When Sri Sri Thakur designates somebody a ‘ritwik’, that person gets inspired to make himself worthy of Sri Sri Thakur’s blessings through a continuous process of self analysis and reinforcement. But today’s ‘ritwiks’ are nominated for purposes other than the Thakur’s cause. When the object and purpose of making a ‘ritwik’ become different, then the eligibility criteria have also become different. Now while the number of ‘ritwiks’ has increased considerably, their qualitative characteristics have taken a sharp decline.

I am not sure whether any one is interested to bring about an improvement of the situation. I pray and hope that let good senses prevail and let there be a halt in this sliding. My appeal is addressed to those who have taken it upon themselves the task of nominating ‘ritwik’. I feel there should be a guideline for the selection of ‘ritwik’ and a person before becoming a ‘ritwik’ has to pass through a process of making and moulding. What is required is a schedule of training and activities through which a person would be made to grow and achieve a status. What is also required is live contact and association with experienced and mature workers. It is necessary that a person should have a sound hereditary background, should be well mannered, soft spoken, educated, should have a free and open approach and should be of devotional and dedicated bent of mind. Daily practice of ‘yajan, yaajan and istabhrity, swastyayani and sadachar’ for a long time is a must for somebody to become a ‘ritwik’. It is also imperative that he keeps on acquiring more and more knowledge and experience by reading and interacting with others. A firm belief on the uniqueness and indivisibility of Sri Sri Thakur and a clear mission of representing Sri Sri Thakur in the society have undoubtedly to be there with him. He should possess knowledge and inquisitiveness to know about the life and ideology of the present and of all the past prophets. The scheme of training has to be sufficiently long and intensive so as to make an indelible imprint on his personality. His characteristic and understanding developed and derived out of the process of training have to be as deep rooted as is required to have a far reaching impact not only in him but also in the surroundings in which he operates. And then only he reaches a level of eligibility for becoming a ‘ritwik’.

Unless the above is done and if the present trend is allowed to continue, then the ‘ritwiks’, who were supposed to be the saviors of the society, will definitely turnout to be exploiters and parasites in the society. In stead of serving the interest of their Lord and that of the society, they would be only serving their own interests. In course of time, they would perpetuate their dependence on the society by weaving cobwebs of rituals, dogmas and doctrines. And that would be the end of the cult of prophet-hood and beginning of the cult of priest-hood (ritwik-hood).

I would like to caution those kinds of ‘ritwiks’ that they are on a deceptive path as they are out to deceive themselves. Unless a ‘ritwik’ truly possesses an adorable personality; unless he has cultivated and mastered the characteristic features of a divine personality, he would fool himself if he expects that people would love and respect him only because he is wearing a badge of a ‘ritwik’.

It is painful for me to observe some more tendencies that have featured very prominently among present day ‘ritwiks’. One is that today’s ‘ritwik’ is not willing and trying to make his oblates enlightened. He does not get satisfaction to see that his oblates continue to grow on the path of spiritual progress and scales newer heights of divinity. He feels threatened of his assumed position when he finds any of his oblates is doing well in ‘sadhana’. Present day ‘ritwiks’ would like to thrive on the ignorance of the mass, so that they can continue to exploit them on the strength of their supposed monopoly of enlightenment. 

Second, today’s ‘ritwik’ can not see eye to eye with one another. They consider each other their competitors rather than their co-workers. 

Third, a few of today’s ‘ritwiks’ are found to enjoy a makeshift position of a ‘guru’ and are engaged in glorifying themselves rather than glorifying their ‘guru’.

It is not that the above tendencies are unknown to them who are nominating and guiding the ‘ritwiks’. What is painful is that no attempts are seen to be made to root out these distortions.

‘Ritwiks are not made by designations alone’, observed Sri Sri Thakur. If the present day trend continues unabated, then it is anybody’s guess what shape the ‘ritwik’ association is going to take in years to come. Does it mean that the holy desire of Sri Sri Thakur will remain unfulfilled? No, it can never happen that the Lord’s wish remains unrealized. He prevails and reigns on the good sense of man. Man of the Lord’s choice would appear in some corner of the globe to fructify the Lord’s cherished objectives. They may be a few in number, but the glow of their personalities would help descend heaven on the earth as desired by Sri Sri Thakur. And in those good days, the groups of present day fake ‘ritwiks’ may have to seek Sri Sri Thakur’s blessings from them. I am eagerly waiting for those days to come. 

**********************

Department of Zoology

Ranchi University, Ranchi

Jharkhand             

Face to Face with the Self

Dinabandhu Dey

“Can you shake hands with a tight grip?” said late Indira Gandhi. The hands must be confident, warm and open, so that the meeting of two palms will be vibrant. A flower cannot keep its petals intact under the violent rain. It waits for the dew drops and the gentle sunrise. Likewise, we cannot grasp the bird of paradise. It seldom alights upon the rigid and stiff palms. These are all the cases of the divine bliss. The human gesture of love corresponding to the divine nature is the eternal melody of existence. The glory of the human spirit proceeds from the Almighty’s blissful sanction of the prayers and wishes followed by untiring endeavors. Since the dawn of the human civilization, man has gone a long way in trying to mould himself into the sublime. The endless march of the invincible spirit towards the point of perfection is the lasting theme of the human history. Glorification of life-force is the rich heritage of that history, bequeathed to the posterity. The human spirit, embodied in a Columbus, may voyage into the limitless expanse of the blue sea, or in the form a Shakespeare, may trek into the realms of gold. Equipped with the creative prowess, the spirit braves the raging storms. The fixity of purpose and the tenacity of determination are the engine oil that propels the vessel in its voyage.

Thus a Gandhi, a Vivekananda, a Columbus evolve out of the stupendous exercise of energy and land on the shore. Agog with their new found joy of self discovery, they proclaim to us that the whole world can be conquered by the victory of the self. Once we have awakened from the bottom of sloth and slumber, indignity and inferiority, doubt and fear, there is no looking back. The moment we look face to face with ourselves, our weakness will vanish. This is called the triumph of faith. This only can ensure us a peep into the depth of our beings. What we have seen may be invisible to others. But the reward of our glimpse remains for others to be seen. That is why it is said, “Faith is to believe what you do not see. The reward for this faith is to see what you believe.”

Whenever we embark upon any creative marvel, it is a common place experience that the moment we are fatigued or obstructed, we refrain from it. We delude ourselves with the smugness that much has been done and it is high time, we took rest. The average humanity dwells within the boundary walls erected by the limitation of the senses. Warranted by any expediency, if we penetrate the surface of hindrance, we gain a rewarding experience. Weariness, fear and doubt may cause us unbearable pain up to a period of time. Then this feeling of pain slowly disappears. We are thrilled with the glimmer of glimpse in to the bottom of the self. To our surprise, the work begins to be a source of delight and gathers prodigious force. It so happens that at the peak of weariness, comes the amazing glow of energy we have not dreamt before. On the ordinary plane of existence, we never get a chance to approach the source; for we are not accustomed to pulling through the initial boredom and reluctance. Can a mother be indifferent to her sickly child because the toils of treatment would cost her a comfortable sleep? A chaste woman, untiring patriot, a seeker of truth will find their fulfillment in due course. Love’s labour will not be lost. The flowering of the soul begins with the quest of the source. The greater our faith in the source, brighter is the flowering. Sadhana begins with the quest of the source. And faith is fragrance of sadhana and oxygen of our existence. 

Inertia is the morphia of soul. It is the outcome of years of idleness, sluggishness and infirmities. The forces of devil conspire to erect the Chinese wall around our limited vision. As we are prone to ease, pleasure and lethargy, we prefer to live in the truncated region which is no better than a hellish pond of despair. The habitual laziness enfeebles and limits us. And here is the battle cry of eternity, of dharma, of existence against the satan, sounded by the messiah through the ages. The sublime sound in the form of the ‘holy name and love’ has of late reverberated the bottom of the sea as well as the top of the mountain. The milk of kindness and love of God incarnate has flooded the millions of hearts across the globe. He has come to infuse faith in the dying souls. His soulful love tones and tunes one and all. Power of love becomes the crusade against the love for power, love of ego. His life, the materialized maxim, has taught mankind how to love. To live you must love. You can love only when you believe in the self. If you cease to be yourself and lose contact with it, you are nowhere. The whole life ought to be an exercise in love and faith. Life without faith is a lamp without oil, exposed to constant threat of extinction. How can a flickering lamp show light? Here is the crisis of existence. The question of salvation arises. At this juncture, birth of a prophet becomes a sore need for the earth.

Sri Sri Thakur Anukul Chandra’s advent has been a momentous history, for it ushers in an era of consciousness, very much integral to the spiritual campaign. Instilling faith or awakening consciousness or unlocking the hidden part of the self has been the supreme concern with Sri Sri Thakur. Though it has been the toughest challenge for man, it is the sweetest fun to the prophets in all ages. Shedding years of cowardice, selfishness and obstinacy is not a trifle. Transformation of ego through rigorous discipline or learning scriptures is a far cry. What counts most is the theme of love and faith, the twin force that liberates soul. The context is much reminiscent of two immortal books in which Sri Sri Thakur speaks on faith so fervently: ‘Satyaanusaran’ and the ‘Holy Book’. To quote some lines in ‘Satyaanusaran’, “The conception that cannot be affected or overpowered by contradictory conception is faith. It is faith alone that can bring expansion and responsive consciousness. To remove doubt and establish faith is to attain knowledge. The kingdom of distress and misery is in the land of disbelief. 

And the recurring outbursts of Sri Sri Thakur’s unconscious utterances during His samadhi are nothing but the gems of ideas on faith. To quote a touching note, “Disbelief attacks the mind of a man before misfortune befalls him.” Disbelief is the cause of misery. We cannot but believe our existence. We have no other way of having faith, but to believe it. To quote few lines from the ‘Holy Book’ “Do you want to glimpse into your inner self? Ah, the name of this thought is the beginning of sadhana. Create energy; contemplate on the ‘name’. Your life span will extend. Give love, don’t expect it. Man’s sole want is the soul’s love and sympathy. One who can pluck one’s heart for the sake of others is a hero, a man of faith.” Man of faith is not a mere body. He is consciousness. Those who are identified with body always die. 

The seed sprouts beneath the soil and then it grows into a tree with all the richness, beauty and virtue. The process of growth is a study of greatness through humility. We confuse the ‘I’ with ego and get into trouble. Ego is not the real self. Self is the luminous cave wherefrom comes the still small voice of God, abiding and enduring. While giving vibrant analysis of the problems that confront mankind, Sri Sri Thakur has focused on the immortal part of the human self. In several volumes of ‘Alochana Prasange’ He holds aloft the banner of faith. The unbound pages of His life history are radiant with the miracles of faith. He says when the Supreme Father becomes the principle; the way of life, the light of consciousness illumines the self. We are inspired to imbibe the words and character of the Love-Lord; then the question of escape or desperation will leave us. Faith is to integrate and unify, not to forsake and alienate. 

Faith is the rocky base on which stands the edifice of ‘sadhana’. Faith, when elevated to conviction, edifies existence against all possible depravities and disasters. 

But where should man plant his faith? Should he anchor it in the sticky slum of the worldliness or in the imaginary God in the sky? A golden means is to evolve between the two extremes in order that the ground under feet may not give way. When the conscious discipline of principles of the Ista, the Love-Lord becomes an instinct and an impulse, faith in existential growth becomes resplendent. As soon as our faith dims, the society begins to doubt and despises us. The strongest man is he who stands alone with his feet grounded in faith. Sound faith entails sound reliance and rift kind of sacrifice. In the words of Sri Sri Thakur, “Right faith, reliance and sacrifice are the three signs of bravery. Fortune favours the brave indeed.” 

Concentration of mind is the priceless gift of our faith. Our perceptive power becomes sharp and bright. We begin to transcend the limitation of our senses. We emerge from the layers of ignorance with the promise of a greater meaning and a better understanding of ourselves. The awakening of the self is the establishment of faith. Consecration of faith is the richest tribute to the supreme father. Faith in one’s existence will beget love for the Supreme Lord of Existence. If the Lord of Existence becomes the Living Ideal, the all fulfilling Master in flesh and blood, love then integrates into life force. That is synonymous with the will of God. That always protects, always trusts, always hopes and always preserves. It never dims, fails, dies. The abstract god is beyond definition and conception. Roaming in the luminous mystery will be a wild goose chase. No wonder all our efforts of self elevation will be equal to the rowing an anchored boat. Not an iota of change or transformation takes place. That is why we are unable to fathom the mystery of life and trace the relationship of cause and effect. How can we feel the instinctive love for and pain of the suffering humanity? If we don’t come up with lasting solutions to the problems, we are not all spiritual. Life attains a beauty, a meaning, an honor only when it moves the mountain, surmounts the insurmountable, knows the unknown and does the impossible. It is all a mission, an adventure, a story of transformation from caterpillar to a butterfly. The deepest hunger of life is the revelation of the immortal part of the soul, not the perpetuation of worldly bondage and accumulation of wealth and power. A life spent on the surface is lost in disgrace and dishonor.

The fools only dismiss the soul in scorn to embrace the corpse. The role of faith is to recognize the greatest reality, the deepest hunger, the inmost quest of the soul. It is the radiance of faith that creates limitless urges for the eternal flow of life. Faith leads to the dawn of consciousness beyond words and conceptions. Rabindra Nath Tagore muses, “Faith is a bird that sings when the dawn is still dark.” We must get up and brace up for the fresh morning, welcome the sunrise and go on with fresh chapter. Vacillation will not pay. Adi Sankaracharya reminds us in “The Crest Jewel of Wisdom” (Viveka Chudamani) “Disease Is not cured by pronouncing the name of medicine, but by taking medicine. Deliverance is not achieved by repeating the word ‘brahman’, but by directly experiencing ‘brahman’.” One can experience ‘brahman’ only through faith and love: faith that is breath of God; love that is verb. In the scheme of worldliness, we love today what we hate tomorrow. Selfishness is the motive behind all our actions and movements. We have seen enough of anarchy of our loveless and faithless souls. Let us bid farewell to the ghost of doubt and fear. If at all we are able to do justice to ‘aatman’, let us breathe faith literally and put our love into the existential service to one and all, along the lines of ‘purushottam’, the supreme fulfiller of mankind, the latest edition of the past prophets. He can teach us how to love through love. His life is the text book of tonic existence, to be studied and imbibed by the distressed as well as the enlightened. Salutation to the lotus feet that walked on the earth!

Bande Purushottamam

****************************

Department of English

Khaira College, Khaira

Balasore, Orissa

Sri Sri Thakur – the Saviour

Gayadhara Panda

God is the sole arbiter of our destinies. Our lives and their evolution, all are subject to divine dispensation. This controller of the universe is formless. At times, he takes forms to cure us of mundane afflictions and sufferings and liberates us from the fetters of complexes and in the process elevates us to attain the fullest possible evolution in life. Sri Rama, Sri Krishna, Sri Buddha, Sri Chaitanya, Sri Ramakrishna Paramahansa and Sri Sri Thakur Anukul Chandra are the incarnations of this formless God.

God descends on this earth to emancipate us from our passionate living. His mission is to raise us above the passion, obsessive state of existence and make us living gods in this earth. He urges us to have faith in Him, to love Him the most, to work for Him and that is for our sake, for our unending evolution. We have been told by the scriptures to take refuge under the lotus feet of the God in flesh and blood. Since we have our physical forms, it is quite difficult on our part to comprehend the formless God. (Abyakta hi gatirdukham dehavadbhih abapyate & Tameva saranam gachha sarva bhavena bharata) So it is essential for us to follow the living ideal, who is the God in flesh and blood. He is purushottam – fulfiller the best, sadguru, the saviour, the emancipator of souls. He comes from above the region of complexes. We approach him through formal initiation or diksha. Then this superior beloved becomes the object of our love. We concentrate our love in Him. But how can we love a man, quite unknown to us till our initiation? When we love somebody we always think of him; feed him delicious eatables; we do what He expects us to do for Him. Despite all our hardships and inconveniences, we try to satisfy Him. We always want to have His company. Similarly, we shall keep the Lord’s countenance, His activities in our mind and do for Him. Sri Sri Thakur says, ‘How does your attachment towards your wife and children develop? Because you always think and do for their well being.” Likewise we shall have to engross ourselves in such works as to protect, nurture, sustain and fulfill Him. 

Sri Sri Thakur has said, “Love without love service is ever sterile”. Then starts our love service; service for generating pure love towards God incarnate. This love is not spontaneous with us. Our habits, thoughts and actions or we may say, our samskaras that we have consciously or unconsciously nourished so long, do not make us amenable to love a man who actually guides us, to shed the undesirable samskaras and builds in us the existential samskaras which sustains and rejuvenates our life and growth. Then we shall have to pray Him daily, “O Lord! I love you. I beseech you to put forth this love into love service.” Gradually our heartfelt prayer yields favourable result. Here also our pet past habits, that are detrimental to our existence, stand in our path. They tend to dissuade us in multifarious ways. Our association with those samskaras is so intense that we become unable to extricate ourselves from those habits. Since our past samskaras in its myriad forms, appear invincible to us, we should employ our will power to tide over them and in their place we should give fillip to the samskaras of purushottam that sustains life and growth. In order to keep those undesirable past samskaras at bay, we shall chant His holy name ceaselessly. We shall keep the company of the people who love Him the most. We shall also read the books, evocative of love and devotion towards Him.

In this way gradually our attachment to our Lord becomes intense and complexes become sublimated to serve Him. Then we attain the ability to discern things in their right perspective. We become prone to find out the common factor, i.e., life and growth or being and becoming, from whatever we come across, in this terrestrial existence. 

Consequent upon diksha or initiation, what is required most is the continuous performance of ‘yajan, yaajan and istabhrity’. If this is done with much sincerity and intensity, this triumphal urge (kruti sambega) towards love lord brings about attachment (love attachment) and this love-attachment generated through love-service brings about the complete sublimation of the passions. Our love for Him pervades the passions. Sri Sri Thakur terms this state as ‘complex surpassing’ (britti bheda). When this complex surpassing state occurs in us, we see with His eyes, hear with His ear and think everything in His mind. A complete metamorphosis takes place. This communion with God incarnate is the greatest achievement or attainment of life. The Gita says:

Yam lavdhwa chaparam labham

                        Manyate nadhikam tatah

Yasmin sthito na dukhen

                        Gurunapi vichalyate.

Maharshi Patanjali has said in his Yoga Sutra, “Tibra samveganam aasannah”. Samvega means, Prof SN Dasgupta in his ‘A Study of Patanjali’ says, ‘quickness in the performance of the means of yoga’. Yoga means union with the love lord or ishta. Therefore we shall have to go on doing His work, with much immediacy as He has enjoined upon us to do; remaining unruffled by the gain or loss in our life. Then only His grace is showered upon us and we come under His impregnable fort of protection. Sri Sri Thakur said, “If you embark upon His work, depending upon Him only, this concentrated mind elongates your life; life is prolonged”. The incessant active urge to nurture, sustain and fulfill Him makes us fit to attain His grace. 

I have the strong conviction that if anybody tries to perform ‘yajan, yaajan and istabhrity’, even mechanically, it would have wonderful effect on his life. From my experience, I would say, He has given me the ability and urge to do whatever meager work, I do for Him. I do not know, if actually I have any devotion towards Him. But I feel His living presence, His safety-assuring hand in every walk of my life.

Numerous are the instances, in which Sri Sri Thakur has saved His devotees from the jaws of death. To name a few, He has saved Ritwigacharya Krishna Prasanna Bhattacharya, one time research associate of Nobel laureate CV Raman from premature death. He has also prolonged the life of His biographer Srijukta Braja Gopal Duttaroy. Sri Sri Thakur, the latest incarnation of modern times has appeared many a times, in my life, as a saviour. He has been protecting me from a number of tribulations in life. Now I am narrating only two of such incidents in which Sri Sri Thakur has saved me, just like His loving son.

On one occasion, I had been to Kolkata to visit Kolkata book fair. While on my way back by Puri Express at night, I felt asphyxiation, as if my breathing process was getting chocked. Panic and anxiety overpowered me. All on a sudden, I told my whereabouts to my co-passengers and spread my dhoti on the floor of the train compartment and sat in a yogic posture. I started gazing a the portrait of Lord Anukul Chandra, which was printed in a book ‘Purusottam Janani Sri Manmohini’, which I had purchased from the book fair. With much stress and strain, I went on chanting His holy name incessantly. Chanting of His holy name and gasping for breath were simultaneous. Very soon the train arrived at Kharagpur station. A tall fair complexioned young man entered my compartment and went sharp to my side and asked as to what ailed me. I burst out speaking, ‘I feel a sort of respiratory problem’. He caught hold of my wrist and started feeling my pulse. “Your ailment is not so fatal. Its hyperacidity and nothing else! You need not have any anxiety on this score”, he advised me. Introducing himself, he told me. “I am a doctor at TISCO, Jamshedpur. My home is in a village near Balasore.” Then he handed over a prescription of medicines for treatment of hyperacidity. His averment on my illness made me feel relieved considerably though I was feeling respiratory problem still. The anxiety in me totally evaporated. And I felt my Guru purushottam Sri Sri Thakur came to my rescue and provided me succor, in my distress.

In another occasion, I was returning from my office on a scooter at night. The weather was stormy. Torrential rains with frequent thunder and lightning had made the road totally desolate. On the way my scooter fell on a high pot hole. I lost control over it. As a result, my scooter slipped to a nearby roadside pit. At the end of that pit was a large compound wall. I was sure that my scooter would be dashed against the compound wall and there upon me would be fatally injured. Miraculously my scooter did not dash against the boundary wall and it remained quite still, two or three feet from the wall. To my utter amazement, I saw a tall man quite strange to me, standing behind me. He lighted his torch and told me, “This pit is so deep that you cannot push your scooter up”. So saying, he held the handle of the scooter and pushed it up. “Sometimes this type of mishap happen in our lives’, he said and walked away.

If we actually want to save ourselves from the clutch of complexes, then we should invoke Him, accept Him as Guru and mould our character according to His wishes, with unadulterated love for Him. With folded hands, we ought to pray, “shishyastheham sadhi mam twam prapannam”. And thereafter, with all volitional urge and with much immediacy, we have to go on translating His commands into action. Sri Sri Thakur says, “Be sincere and actively concentric with all your blood particles and with all your intelligent cells. Then only, you will be blessed.” We should always remember that, “Tad etat preyah putrat, preyah vittat, preyah anyaswat, sarbasmat.”  
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Varnaashrama

Dr. Tapan K. Jena

The word Varnashrama has two components– Varna and Ashrama. Varna is the grouping of similar instincts and Ashrama is the place where acquisition of wisdom takes place through appropriate labour (Anushruti part 1, Varnashrama/17). The objective of Varnashrama is the acquisition of satta-nurturing upliftment through instinct-appropriate action (Saaswati, pocket edition, 1997; vani No.967). It is a quality based approach for developing a social system. But due to lack of our own understanding about the system in the light of equity (rather than equality) eyebrow has been raised against this unquestionable scientific system. 

Classification is a Universal Phenomenon

In everyday life we use the principle of grouping/classification. Starting from how to arrange kitchen items (fruits/vegetables/spices/cereals etc.), study materials (books according to subject/ utility), farming tools ( harvesting tool, sowing tools etc) to giving responsibility for particular task at home or office (typist given typing work, editor given editing task, etc.), we group the similar items/persons  together. 

In the official hierarchy, when we tell class-I officers, we mean a varieties of employees having a similar financial and official status. The class-II persons have the ability to become class-I after a certain experience or training. Class-III can also become class-I after being in class-II and having experience and efficiency as per guidelines. Similar provisions go down the ranking system. The people who have a better skill from the beginning and have proven ability, become class-I directly where as the others acquire that level in a gradual manner. But the bottom line is that one is expected to have a certain kind of ability to become class-I. Even though these are man made rules, society and people at large accept it.

Classification is a Necessity

When we have a dozen of works to be done in a day, we also classify and group them so that we can perform them quickly, systematically and effectively. This is true in all aspects of life. Because, classification not only increases efficiency; but also infuses quality.

If a person has to do a task properly, he has to gain experience in it. This experience can be acquired through training. But, if someone starts performing all the essential activities for his existence e.g. building a house, growing crops, extracting oil from seed, knitting his clothes, preparing medicine etc., then he will land up in doing everything in an unskilled manner and at the end, may find it more convenient to take help of others in the areas where his skill is less. This not only will save his time and energy, life also would become smooth. As each one would need the help of others, cordiality and fellow feeling would grow naturally.

Mutual dependence is also seen even in the filed of research. A scientist can not discover everything. He will require the established research facts as the base to proceed further. The largest research project that unfolded the human genes demonstrates how essential it is to distribute even the research tasks!

Classification in a Natural Manner

When human beings started learning agriculture, they had to protect their crops from animals; they had to preserve the crops for future use and had to exchange the crops with others to meet the various existential needs. Someone amongst the family members was daring and took responsibility to drive away the animals. Another was forthcoming to take care of exchanging their crops with other families for other essential commodities and some one was good at advising for weather forecast, timing of sowing seeds, etc.  They continued to do this. It was observed that the children of these people had a natural liking for the same task as that of their father. This continued generation after generation. The group doing protection activity was actually performing the task of a Khsatriya. Similarly, the group doing trade was actually performing the task of Baishya and the group providing training and guidance was performing the task of Bipra. But, all the groups were of equal importance though they differed in their instinctive abilities. These groups meticulously nurtured their instinctive skills generation after generation and have been labeled as Aryans (elites/nobles) which means those who follow the principles of life and growth. 

When non-Aryans came across the Aryans, being charmed by Aryan’s instinctive skills, they wanted to adopt the Aryan’s way of life. This group of non-Aryans became an integral part of the Aryans and was named as Sudra. The integration of Sudra with the other three Aryan groups took place through the marriage system based on eugenic principles.

Creation is a dynamic process and hence no two things are identical. Therefore, equality is a misnomer in nature and diversity is the rule. This is what forms the very basis for grouping or classification. Even though the nomenclature of groupings of instincts forming four Varna is man-made, the genesis of Varna is an integral part of the creative process.    

Classification and Genetic Coding

All the activities of an organism are controlled by a structure present within its cells called Gene.  Genes are chemical structures that control all the body functions through commands transmitted in form of electrical or chemical stimuli. The chemical composition of genes is very stable and does not change during one’s life span. This genetic structure gets transferred to off-springs generations after generations without much change. SriSri Thakur tells that the genetic coding does not get destroyed even after ten thousand years!

There remains a possibility of genetic change in off-springs through a process known as crossover. Crossover occurs when the male and female component of genes combine to form a new offspring. This process causes different varieties in each offspring even if they are from the same parents. So, though the offspring of a couple behave differently, still all of them are grouped together as their genetic pool remains more or less similar. 

Effect of Environment on Genetic Coding

We know that all our body functions are governed by genetic codes. But SriSri Thakur tells that wisdom i.e. decision making by brain also plays a role. If existential hankering makes one to adapt to a change, then the change could be integrated into his instinct. Sri Sri Thakur gives example of Giraffe’s neck (vis-à-vis deer) as an outcome of this existential urge. But change in instinct does not take place all on a sudden. The change becomes stable only after continuous stimulus for several generations. If it gets disrupted in-between, then the stable form of gene creation does not take place.
The behavioral expression of the genetic coding itself is called genotype (which represents the full hereditary information of an organism); where as the expression of an organism as an outcome of interaction of its genotype with environment is called phenotype. When the existential craving of the animal demands preservation of its certain new experiences into their off-springs (which is not in their genotype), the new experiences takes the shape of instinct and over generations, gets coded into its gene. In other words, phenotypic behaviour gets converted into the genotypic behaviour. But, as mentioned above, stabilization of this new genetic code takes place over generations. Therefore, the whole concept of Varnashrama is to yield better genotypes for all the Varna and thus leading the creation in the evolutionary path of becoming.

Genetic Matching and Breeding

Breeding is a science which is applicable both for plant and animal kingdom to beget better progeny that could cope with the changing environment in a better way. When a zygote forms, it grows in the cytoplasm of ovum though the DNA is formed with the share from both parents. So, it is the mother’s nurturing potential that shapes the future of the zygote.

SriSri Thakur tells that if a more evolved sperm and a comparatively less evolved ovum unite, the progeny becomes better. But if a less evolved sperm fertilizes a more evolved ovum, then the progeny quality detoriates; because, the ‘inferior sperm breeds at the cost of the superior’. If we cross Alsatian dog with street bitch, we get a better dog but if we cross an Alsatian bitch with a street dog, we get inferior one. It is because; breeding is unidirectional (sperm should be more evolved than ovum). So, while matching a bride and groom, Varna of the groom should either be same or higher to that of the bride.

Ranking the Varna

In our day today life, the person who is able to fulfill more people, becomes the undisputed leader. So, it is natural that the instinctive quality that is able to nurture other instinctive expressions would be termed as superior. SriSri Thakur tells higher the fulfilling power, higher is the instinct. Bipra Varna represents creative urge and fulfills all the other Varna through guidance and service and hence is the superior most. Then comes the Khsatriya who represent protective urge and hence protect all Varna from destruction and dangers. Then is the Baishya representing the nurturing urge. They provide resources to all Varna. Sudras who have opted to follow the guidelines of Aryans form the last category.

As mentioned above, phenotype and genotype have a close link. So, if a person does activities that are against his instinctive possibilities, his instinct deteriorates. And if the trend of deterioration continues generation after generation, then those people are labeled as ‘Patit’ (fallen) as a suffix to their Varna and are to be considered inferior to those who are practicing the instinctive activities consistently. As stable genes do not get destroyed for thousands of years, there always remains a possibility of good offspring taking birth in these ‘fallen’ Varna even after a gap of several generations. Resumption of Varna-approved activities for certain generations could help these fallen groups to improve again.

Varna and Varnashrama

‘Struggle for existence’ is the struggle of the animal (man is an animal also) with the environment. If the animal is able to adapt to the climatic changes, atmospheric changes, etc., then it survives lest it perishes.  This continuous struggle to adapt to environment for existence is nothing but the phenotypic behaviour of the animal. If this has to be converted to genotype, the animal has to sustain its efforts over generations consistently. This is true for human beings cutting across all Varna.

Souls are the embodiment of life urge. After death, it remains in a finer form called protoplasmic body. So, souls do not have a Varna identity.  The identity of Varna is linked only to the gross physical structure that is just an expression of genes. Therefore, a soul can take birth in any Varna. As birth of a soul to a particular couple depends upon the tuning of their thinking process during union, it is the duty of every soul to consciously follow the instinctive pattern of its gross physical body so as to maintain the evolutionary process of the genetic pool that it represents. This will help to maintain the phenotypic expression generation after generation without discontinuity and thus ensure enriched genetic pool. 

People of every Varna should draw sustenance of their livelihood from the variety of tasks representing that Varna. Sri Sri Thakur tells, one can also perform the tasks of other Varna but without charging anything for it in return. In other words, the scope for unfurlment of every Varna is kept obstacle free in a systematic manner.

Social Implication of Varnashrama

The goal of varnashrama is to achieve all round social prosperity through genetically enriched human beings. This is attempted through two main provisions i.e. Varna specific division of labour and control of eugenic relationship (Alochana prasange, Part 7, 31-1-1946). The provision of Varna specific occupation not only ensures skilled and motivated persons at every place, it takes away unnecessary job competitions while ensuring job security for every one. This has a bearing on education as the objective of schooling would shift from achieving degree/certificates to ensuring learning and character building.

The practice of eugenics demands that breeding must be through a proper genetic matching of sperm and ovum. It implies, bride should be from same Varna or lower Varna (Hypergamous marriage). Marriage with a bride of higher Varna (Hypogamous marriage) is considered to be deteriorating as it is against eugenic principles.  

There is no place of inferiority or superiority in Varnashrama as every job is essential for existence, and they are performed by people of respective Varna with dignity. There is no scope of untouchability in Varna system. A person of any Varna could be untouchable from sadachaar (hygienic) point of view which is a scientific measure for prevention of illness.

Conclusion

SriSri Thakur was asked about the relevance of Varnashrama in today’s society. He replies, “Has the Jackfruit plant of Satya-yug become a pomegranate plant today? Whatever is one’s form, has remained the same unless there has been some intermingling. So, is it good to destroy the continuity of blood, the continuity of instincts and the continuity of work-culture that your forefathers have maintained so long? Then the accomplishment of so many generations goes in waste.”(Alochana prasange, part 7, 31-1-1946)

More we analyze, more do we realize that Varnashrama is the greatest scientific social tool that humanity has ever witnessed. It is the royal road for the evolutionary march of individuals along with the environment in a harmonica manner. Today, it may seem to be a Herculean task to put the system in place, but Sri Sri Thakur, the Prophet of the Age, has made this task abysmally simple through the process of Swastyayani Vrata i.e. maintaining the Swastyayani estates as per the guidelines! It requires a firm resolve on our part to follow and be blessed.
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Surat Yoga

Trinath Panda

In the Lord’s Prayer “vinatee prarthana’, Sri Sri Thakur Anukul Chandra reminds us everyday,

“Surat chadhe akasha me, kare sabda bilasha

Dhama dhama nirakhata chale, pawe nija ghara basa

Yaha asha mere mana base, rahe chitta udasha

Vinaya suna kripa karo, dize charana nivasa”

It means, after the demise, the libido (soul) rises high and high into the sky, searching out different places, trailing vibrations. Finally, it gets the permanent place of solace, that is the original abode of the soul. ‘O Lord! I always remain disappointed unless I get to my place of origin; I get into my own state of tranquility. So kindly grace me shelter at thy feet, where I will get eternal peace.’

Similarly, Lord Jesus said, ‘ye, whoever suffers from worldly misery, come to me; I will give thee eternal peace’. Lord Krishna Vasudeva too in Bhagavat Gita has depicted in ninth chapter about the relationship between the ‘libido’ and ‘supreme libido’, ‘jeeva and parama’, ‘atma and paramatma’, as ‘Raj Vaidya’ and ‘Raj Guhya Yoga’. 

Krishna Dwaipayana Vyaasa, the author of ‘Bhagavat Gita’ and ‘Bhagavat Maha Purana’ termed ‘Bhagavat Gita’ as ‘Brahma Vidya’ and ‘Bhagavat Mahapurana’ as ‘Paramhansa Samhita’. That means, whatever God says, it is termed as ‘Brahma Vidya’, whereas sayings of sages are known as ‘Parama Samhita’.

The great Yogacharya of ancient India Rishi Patanjali in ‘Yoga Sutra and Brahma Sutra’, popularly known as ‘Patanjali Yoga Darshan’, narrated eighteen ‘yogas’. Those ‘yogas’ are called ‘serpentine yoga’ or ‘kundalini’. Krishna Dwaipayana Vyaasa had also written eighteen ‘puranas’ only; six ‘Brhama Prakaran’, (‘rajasika khand’); six ‘Vishnu Prakarana’ (‘satwik khand’); six ‘Shiva Prakarana’ (‘Tamasik Khand’). ‘Rajasika Khand’ means, matters relating to creation, ‘Satwik Khand’ means matters relating to administration and maintenance and the ‘Tamasic Khand’ means, ‘samhara’ or matters relating destruction. A careful study and analytical review of the eighteen chapters of ‘Bhagavat Gita’, ‘Patanjali Yoga Darshan’ and a detailed study of all the eighteen ‘puranas’ of ‘Krishna Dwaipayana Vyaasa’ will educate the readers that each Yoga of ‘Patanjali Yoga Darshana’ is correlated with the chapters of ‘Bhagavat Gita’, and ‘Bhagawat Mahapurana’. 

In the fourth chapter of ‘Bhagavat Gita’, Lord Krishna says to Arjuna, “O, Arjuna! When there is total ‘dharma glani’ or when virtue is at discount and humanity reaches a cross road, when people bewilder, I do come upon this earth to redeem the down trodden, to save the righteous one and to destroy the wicked”. So in this context, the relevance of incarnation theory is very much important. 

In His famous book, ‘Satyanusaran’, the latest prophet of twentieth century Sri Sri Thakur Anukul Chandra said, “Oh, you who would devotees be, with hope for name and riches, don’t make me your Lord and Master. Beware; if mastery within awakens not, - Master, Centre – none you have, and deceiving, you shall be deceived.”

Again while analyzing the entire philosophy of the universe and every individual life, Sri Sri Thakur has enlightened us: 

“That which being developed and becoming every thing, yet remains the same, is ‘brahma’. He, within whom all the resources of the world, knowledge, love and activity – are spontaneous, and by the inclination towards whom the scattered lives of men and all the diversities of the world find a final solution, is the God of men. To know God is to know all or the whole. He whose intense and active inclination for a living Ideal, transcending time and space, has made Him in to God normally; whose literature, philosophy and science, penetrating the scattered good and evil prejudices of the mind, have been meaningfully adjusted in the Ideal, is the true Master. He whose mind is filled with attachment for One, or the Truth, is honest or chaste.” 

“To adhere the mind thoroughly to the Ideal is called Holiness. When the mind is absorbed completely in conceiving anything thoroughly, it is called deep meditation or ‘samadhi’.” 

“Repetition of the ‘name’ makes man keen, and ‘meditation’ or ‘dhyan’ makes him calm and receptive. To remain engaged in any single thought and to feel that which distracts but cannot break our continuity is ‘dhyan’ or meditation.”

“To be displeased means to be scattered. Be keen but calm. You will feel everything.” 

“Attachment to One or concentrated inclination is ‘Yoga’. That which, being opposed by something, wants to establish itself is ‘self’. To make the ego stiff is not to know others.”

“Those who are satisfied with meaningful solution through meditating observation are ‘rishis’, sages or seers.”

“The solving and untying of all kinds of knots of the mind so that they become meaningful in ‘one’ – is salvation.” 

“The ideas and activities that lead man towards the cause are spiritualism.”

“The decision by which the inner cause is made to blossom is real judgment. That analysis which determines the real form of the object aimed at is reason.”

“The painful feeling that arises from a judgment of the merits and demerits of a completed act, and causes abstention from evil, is repentance.”

“The place on going to which the knots of the mind are united and solved is ‘tirtha’ – place of pilgrimage.”                  

“Doing that which preserves existence is virtue. Doing that which makes one fall from existence is sin.” 

“That which exists and has expansion is real. That to conceive which the mind retains is being is finite. That to conceive which the mind loses itself is finite.” 

Sri Sri Thakur again said in the Lord’s ‘vinatee prarthana’: 

‘Gupta rupa jahan dhariya, radhaswami naam, 

vina mehra nahin pawai, jahan koi bishram’     



‘satta purusha chauthe pada basha



santana ka wohan sada bilasa

so ghara darshaya guru pure

vina baje jahan achraja ture’  

The above means that omni present and omni potent God dwells secretly within every being. But without divine knowledge or divine light, one cannot realize God head or Godhood.

There are four categories of men and women. (1)‘Satya purusha’; (2)‘Nitya purusha’; (3)‘Sadhana purusha’ and (4)‘Purusha’. ‘Purusha’ is he, who follows the way of ‘Manu’, that is ‘sansar yatra manuvarta isye’. “Sadhana purusha’ is he, who after accepting ‘diksha’ or initiation attains ‘siddhi’ or sainthood. There is no difference between ‘satya purusha’ and ‘nitya purusha’ because of the fact, the ‘nitya purusha’ always acts as the ambassador of the ‘satya purusha’. Without the existence or presence of the ‘nitya purusha’, people cannot recognize the Godhood or the divinity of the ‘satya purusha’. So Lord Krushana said in the holy book of Bhagavat Gita, ‘abhijananti mam mudha manushi tanumashrita’. Oh! Arjuna, the fools can not understand my divinity because I do come upon this earth as an ordinary man. So the prophet teaches gospel in his ashram as sad-guru to His disciples just like a drama director in the rehearsals to the artists much before the final show.    

The relevance of Sri Sri Thakur Anukul Chandra is that until the advent of Sri Sri Thakur, all the eighteen yogas and the methods of their practice existed in the world, but to practice one item of the ‘astadasha yogas’, man required one hundred active years. But today, as per the depiction of the Hindu Almanac or panjika, man lives only for sixty years in the modern age or kali yuga. The UNESCO survey report also reveals that in developing India, man lives average 54 years due to development of modern medicine and health care. Man spends one third day in sleep, one third day in routine work and balance one third as active day. Childhood, school days, youth, house hold responsibility etc, all pass one by one leaving little room to practice any type of yoga. Sri Sri Thakur Anukul Chandra was gracious enough to advent on this earth with the ‘holy name’ of eighteenth plane, the name that ensures moksha or liberation. If the mankind accepts Him as the present prophet and recite the ‘holy name’, then the entire human society will liberate itself from all the bondages of life and death.

“Maa mriyashya, ma jahi, sakyat chet, mruttum abalokaya” meaning “Do never die, nor cause death, but resist death to death”. Sri Sri Thakur Anukul Chandra has proclaimed a war against destruction, disease and death of any type. That is the prophet’s prescription. Let us try to derive and enjoy the elixir from life that Sri Sri Thakur has provided.            
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Outlive the Rituals  

Distinguish between Prayer & Cat 

Debesh C Patra

A saint had a pet cat. The cat was perhaps guarding against rats in the hermitage. The saint at times observed that the cat was causing disturbance during mass prayer, which was being held in morning and evening. He ordered his disciples to keep the cat away and tie with a tree trunk during the prayer. Prayer time in the ashram was very precious. It was the time for meditation, discourses and such other chores, which are core to the life of the inmates of ashram. By that logic, any disturbance during prayer time was to be shorn off. The saint practiced and preached high order of spiritual discipline. No doubt, he and his band of disciples were a dedicated lot. 

Time passed. Day after day, the saint attained advanced age. But his prayer and meditation exercises remain uninterrupted. During the prayer time as a regular practice, the cat used to be tied with a tree trunk at a distance. It became one of the preparations for the prayer session in the ashram. Apparently, the cat also became habitual with this. Overall it was a purposeful and peaceful arrangement. It was being done everyday and everyone in the ashram seems to be enjoying and growing.  

The passage of time saw the saint passing away, leaving behind the ascetic ambience of the ashram. Years down the line, the cat also followed the saint to his heavenly abode. The ahsramites, true to their culture, maintained the tradition. The prayers along with all rites were observed.

A few decades later, the inevitability of change caught with the ashram. New inmates came, more facilities were built and some more activities were organized. A visitor to the ashram then was perplexed to observe that every evening a cat was brought on the eve of prayer and is tied to a tree a few yards away. It was then a part of rituals of prayer. He was told that this is the tradition of this ashram and it is being in practice ever since the inception of the ashram. It is being done as per the founder saint’s desire. ‘Is there any connection between prayer and the cat?’ ‘Does the cat contribute to the prayer?’ No one seems to have a convincing reply to these questions. No one has any objection in accepting the cat-tying ceremony as a part and parcel of evening prayer. It is going on for ages. It is a part of ashram’s cult. It is an essential rite to get a cat and tie it before the prayer starts. If a cat is lost, another cat has to be found to perform the tying ceremony before prayer, every evening without fail.

Rituals a Part of Indian’s Life

It is not uncommon to see every Indian engaged in some kind of rites and rituals either at home or at temple or at the time of religious ceremonies. People do practice these rituals; some out of devotion and some out of family and societal compulsions. There are so many such rituals and people pay so little time in performing those rituals that no one seem to have time to unravel the cause and consequences of these rituals. At times, there are so much of devotional and faith element attached to those rituals that one is not forthcoming to test the validity of those devotions and faiths. People are scared to question the validity of the rituals, lest it might cause some harm. Questioning is considered synonymous to doubt, which is considered antidote to faith. It is generally believed that an article of faith should not be subjected to test of logic. Logic also has its own limitations. One principal limitation of logic is that for an individual, logic is circumscribed by one’s own ideas and exposure. There are many features of culture, which are generally understood to be beyond the domain of logic and rationality.

Traditions and Culture

Traditions, customs and conventions keep a culture alive. Traditions help to maintain and perpetuate cultural traits through ceremonies, festivals, folklores, rites and rituals and many other forms of social institutions. In that sense, traditions are important vehicles of culture. Traditions are social sinews which keep and maintain the spiritual, cultural and ethical values alive. Traditions are like symbols that immortalize the values and philosophies of life. 

The rites and rituals associated with any kind of traditional festivals have meanings, which are not fully known to the performers. Practitioners more often than not get bound by the process and miss the spirit. They follow the traditions, as trickled down by the advice of wise men from generations to generations. Normally there are high priests of traditions, who guards and preserve the traditional value assets and guide the performers. For many of the priests, conducting rituals are their hereditary occupation, which they learn by family tradition. They have some knowledge, understanding and access to scriptures. They interpret tradition and advice the performer. They conduct the ceremonies in a traditional style to which the performer submits. 

As we see festivals and ceremonies being celebrated today in various scales and widely publicized, one begins to wonder about their usefulness. Yes, the festivals and the rites performed there in, do serve many purposes. These have got social values; these functions keep the social groups engaged. The festivities help to keep an individual engaged with the social groups. The festivals help to keep certain traditional forms of art alive by providing them platform and patronage. The festivals have got economic value in the sense that various activities keep the wheels of production, consumption and trading churning. Festivals help to generate employment, income and also help to redistribute income in the economy. Now a day, Indian festivals are being used to attract foreign tourists, which have got economic value for the economy coming from external source. The festivals are being used by politicians of all hues to keep their political machinery running. So there are thousand and one justifications to keep the traditional festival alive.

The issue is not whether we should keep the traditions alive or not. There is no dispute that the traditions are like heart and soul of our culture. The issue in question is whether the spirit of tradition centering on the original meaning and purpose is kept alive and the result thereof is being reaped. 

Societal Transformation

Society is a living and dynamic congregational organism. It is continually moving, changing and updating itself. Along with evolution in human species, a veritable metamorphosis is taking place in the sphere of knowledge, scientific application, living standards and life style. People’s communication and interaction sphere is expanding, which is making impact on people’s thinking and living process. Looking across the societal landscape, one gets a view that all these changes are not uniform across the social strata, communities and groups.  There is no evenness in the spread of transformation. Societal transformation is highly uneven, lop sided and it has its own spread, rhythm, intensity and direction with respect to each social, geographical, ethnic and cultural groups. Phenomena like spread of literacy, urbanization, hygienic habit, adopting scientific spirit, forms of entertainment do not change on a uniform scale across the social groups. 

Tradition also undergoes a process of transformation, like any other social institutions. Along with tradition, changes the application of cultural traits. Various cultural and religious practices also undergo a process of adjustment. This process can be very tricky and slippery. It all depends upon what kind of direction is being provided to the process of social and traditional transformation. Here comes the question of leadership. Here comes the play of various interest groups. Here also comes the issue of short term adjustment and long term impact. Besides all these, some distinct features of human tendencies also comes to play prominent role. Examples of such human tendencies are: inertial of past; blind obedience to dominant trend; belief in miracle; giving into instant solution; fear of some unknown force; resignation to fate and so many of such psycho-social phobias. 

As a result of all these rigidities, tradition always carries a huge load of garbage and sludge, which at any point time is hard to segregate. Tradition tends to collect everything into its fold. It has an amazing capacity to absorb and assimilate modernity. But it miserably fails in filtration, distillation and discrimination. So at any point in time in history, there is a need to cleanse the traditional rites and rituals. It is important to keep something and also equally important to jettison something. It is something similar to process of metabolism and excretion in living organism.

In a cultural and spiritual setting, there are certain rituals which form the core and certain others are peripheral. Certain elements are divine and certain others are discrete. These fringe elements come to be associated with the central features, as the time passes and these vary from place to place. During long journey of a civilization, the circumstantial and amorphous substances get rigid and tend to settle on the surface. It is not easy for practitioners of a rite to distinguish the layers. There is need for prophet, like Sri Sri Thakur Anukul Chandra of our time, to present a cultural paradigm all afresh that captures the eternal and divine part, customized for the present time and has a definite outlook for the future. Sri Sri Thakur has brought a fresh lease of life to human culture as a gift of nature. It is like every morning brings a fresh day, every season brings a new year.     

Sri Sri Thakur Anukul Chandra: the Torch Bearer of Change

Society needs enlightened visionary leadership to craft and cleanse tradition. Such leaders are inborn seers, who have the glimpse of the past, the present and the future in their view. The seers of the highest order are called prophets, the men of age, who give an evolutionary impetus to culture. Sri Sri Thakur Anukul Chandra (1888 – 1969) is the prophet of our times, who has bequeathed a culture that is pure and scientific; all round welfare of the individual and the society is at its core. 

Sri Sri Thakur Anukul Chandra’s ideology is meant to preserve and promote the existence and becoming of each individual along with society. Whatever is essential for the purpose of man’s living and growing is there in his ideology. So his ideology is an original and pure version of the eternal principle of growth, adjusted and moderated with the current level of human existence with a progressive outlook, keeping an eye on evolution. In that original treaty of growth and prosperity, the core and essential part of tradition is there. Tradition has been updated with the modern and scientific outlook. In that sense, Sri Sri Thakur’s ideology, (which is called by various name like: ‘existentialism’, ‘principle of being and becoming’, ‘scientific religion’ etc. etc.) is a complete ideology. That ideology has no conflict with any other ideology, past or present. Rather, Sri Sri Thakur’s ideology fulfils all other ideologies. Sri Sri Thakur’s ideology is the essence of all the traditional tenets that are beneficial, required and meaningful. At the same time, it jettisons all those which are rendered irrelevant. That is the only way to outlive the rituals and make living purposeful.

In Sri Sri Thakur’s scheme of ideology, there is no place of unquestioning faith, no scope for blind surrender. Every action of an individual has to be tested and validated by an ideology, which is scientific. Surrender to Sri Sri Thakur is an act of love, leading to fulfillment, expansion and enlightenment. There is no rigid obedience to certain codes of conduct; but there is discipline of a disciple, following a scientific principle, in consonance with law of nature.

The Art & Science of Sri Sri Thakur’s Ideology

Sri Sri Thakur’s ideology is purely application oriented. The ideology is rooted in the sciences of human consciousness and social dynamics. All actions, reaction and creations of a person are mapped in terms of thought process and consciousness (functions of sensory nerves) on the one hand and behavior, habits and instincts (functions of motor nerves) on the other. Depending upon the level (and coordinates) of (existence of) a person, the practice of Sri Sri Thakur’s ideology lead one to a superior state of existence. The same kind of transformation takes place with respect to the socio economic conditions of the population at large. The transformation would happen only if the ideology is put to practice. The scale and dimension of transformation would of course vary, depending upon the intensity and continuity of the ideology in practice. In the scheme of things, love for the superior beloved (the ideal – who is Sri Sri Thakur himself) plays a pivotal role. Devotion, concentric action and motivation all these would follow the ‘love for Him’. 

The most interesting part of the scheme is that Sri Sri Thakur was, in fact, the manifestation of love, courage and inspiration. He displayed and transmitted very powerful rays of inspirational ecstasy, which takes one through a wave of purity and elevation leading towards transformation. 

Next interesting point is that Sri Sri Thakur was a living example of whatever he preached through his ideological dicta. There was no empty theorizing; no hollowed promises; no verbose mesmerizing. Sri Sri Thakur was a living testimony of his ideology. His live was an open book for every one to scrutinize and to imbibe.

Sri Sri Thakur’s ideology is complete and comprehensive one. It touches every aspect of human, social and environmental life. All these ideological threads together form a cultural fabric, which is modern and scientific in outlook and at the same time eternal and continuous in spirit. If we need a contemporary culture, then it is available with Sri Sri Thakur and that culture does not have the baggage of the past.                           
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