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Talking Point 
 Resisting Evil
‘That which injures satta is evil’. So, all that harms or creates bitterness to individuals or masses needs to be resisted. (Anushruti, Vol. 4:1-4). According to Sri Sri Thakur Anukul Chandra, preservation of instinctive distinctiveness, fulfilment of all past prophets and resisting evil are the fundamental characteristics of a prophet. He says, the quote of ‘resist no evil’ from the Bible is nothing but degenerated form of Christ’s message ‘resist, no evil’.

Sri Sri Thakur says, satan does not have any strength of its own. When we yield to evil, our individual evil propensity acts as tremendous force and abet it. That itself works as a satanic force. Thus, our inaction and cooperation, whatever it may be, strengthen satan. If we remain adhered to love, life and Lord and do not shelter evil in and out, then the existence of satan will perish like naphthalene. 
Existence or non-existence of evil depends upon the will of people. Evil cannot exist if no body supports it. If evil is not resisted both in and out, then one has to fall into its trap. Those who do not resist evil, help indirectly only to strengthen the Satan. (Alo.Pra.Vol.10: 25-1-48) 
Dharma means those measures which enable us to live alongwith our environment happily and peacefully with fraternity and pride. It also includes preventing the unfavourable measures. If we refrain from this, then it is not Dharma; e.g. someone is oppressing you in my presence and I am not raising my finger, rather closing my eyes because, I am not being harmed. So long as such insensitive mentality prevails in the society, none will remain safe. (Alo.Pra.Vol.8:10-10-46) Dharma does not lie in helpless surrender to satanic temperament and animal instinct. If we promote weakness in the name of nonviolence and do not acquire strength and unity to defeat violence, then it surmounts to promoting violence indirectly. Such action only establishes violence instead of non-violence. However educated one might be, if we do not possess the courage, valour, preparation and unity for self protection, then it is a crime. (Alo.Pra.Vol.8:21-8-46)
If an opposing force tries to annihilate our existence, then it has to be resisted. The need for ‘Dharma yudhha’ at individual or national level surfaces in this manner. We do not have the right to ruin our existence. Neither will we do anything to harm another’s existence, nor will we allow others to jeopardize our existence. The satanic mind has to be disciplined by hook or crook.  First we will have to counsel and try all possible methods without applying force. But if the options fail, then in such a ‘no option situation’, necessary force has to be applied with an intention for their good. Even though our intention is not to destroy anyone’s life, we desire to discipline the ‘annihilating attitude’. Even in war, it is better to see if damages and destructions could be averted. (Alo.Pra.Vol. 10:9-1-48)
The person who actually wants to oppose the trend of time must take into consideration the possible reactions to his move. He has to also take preparatory steps to counter such reactions and adjust the environment accordingly. (Alo.Pra.Vol. 10:11-4-46). There should be full preparedness whether enemy is there or not. Enmity should not be incited. (Anushruti, Vol. 6:20-21). Foolish courage generally engages one in satanic display.’( The Message, Vol.VII:240). Jumping to the field without preparation and getting defeated means to encourage the zeal of satan. So, tactful manipulation would be needed that could strengthen the hands of bliss. (Alo.Pra.Vol.7:14-3-46).
Sri Sri Thakur tells that even the unwilling people should be nurtured to follow the cosmic guidelines, because they also want to live and grow. If necessary, they have to be restrained from wrongdoing and evil lifestyle through frightening but without harming physically. (Alo.Pra. Vol.8:21-8-46).  The thrashing that can’t win the heart but increases opposition is a waste (Alo.Pra.Vol.7:19-2-46). It is very difficult to correct one by inciting his ego and hence should be avoided.
Echoing ‘hate the sin not the sinner’, Sri Sri Thakur tells, there is nothing to hate or disgrace any one; rather induce

them towards the journey of eternal bliss. For everyone, the path for fulfillment of desires and becoming ‘Big’ is wide open. It has to be demonstrated to everyone that fulfilling interest (mahat swarth) is the best way to fulfill one’s own interests (Alo.Pra.Vol.10:9-1-48). He further says, whatever injustice might have been done to you, your behavior should make the doer repentant. But if you see the damage increasing incessantly, then resist without creating opposition. (Alo.Pra.Vol.19:20-4-50). 
If I die, it does not mean that the killer will get back to his senses. Rather, the dangerous side is that he could presume it to be an act of credit. So, if I could invent an intermediary solution in which neither the killer is able to kill me nor do we need to kill him, then that is the strength. (Alo.Pra.Vol.8:18-7-46) If some one comes to kill you, you will have to resist. If in the process, it becomes indispensable to kill him, then where is the alternative (Alo.Pra.Vol.19:2-5-50) ?
Discourses

( translated from Alochana Prasange Vol.17:9-6-1949)

Sarat da: Everything in this creation is the manifestation of Supreme Father. Then, isn’t it that the betrayer is also one of His manifestations?

Sri Sri Thakur: Everything including plants, insects, cow, pig, sky, air, human, etc. are the outcome of His manifestation —in accordance with the cosmic rules. If one has become a betrayer, then there is also a reason for it. But if his character becomes unfavourable to our existence, then we are in danger. The Supreme Father is alive within me so as in him. Therefore, it is our duty to regulate him in such a way that he is able to pull on favourably along with his environment and Ishta. So, even though we hate the sin, we cannot hate the sinner. It is our duty to free the guilty from guilt to the extent possible. Again, if someone possess incorrigible defect that makes him a potential threat to my existence and that of the environment, then we have to take measures such that he no longer becomes detrimental to me or to others.

Satyanusaran

If anyone do an injustice to you and you must at all take revenge, behave with him in such a way that it may make him repentant. There is no revenge like that of repentance—the fire made of husks. It is blissful to both.

Do not abolish friendship; otherwise, in your distress you will get neither sympathy nor consolation.

Even if your friend be dishonest, do not give him up; rather, give up his company if necessary. But with affection in your heart help him in his distress and danger, in thought, word and deed. And embrace him when you find he has become repentant.

If your friend has gone astray and you do not try to bring him back, or if you give him up, its punishment will not forsake you either.

Do not spread scandal about your friend. Don’t speak ill of him in any way. But also, do not indulge him in any of his faults.

Be not arrogant to a friend, but punish him with love and affectionate dignity.

Bear no expectation from a friend, but receive with love whatever you may get. Give, but hope not for any return. For anything received, try to reciprocate.
Testa-maxim
Resist Evil - Present and Future
Keep thy intelligent eye


stretching far ahead,

think with conscientious consideration

what is possible or impossible,



evil or good,

resist with all thy facilities

       to make all the evils 


of the present and future



null and void

and keep thy resisting power

       and tactful skill


alive to ensure success—

and roam in the monasteries


of Providence 


        with every blessed smile.

—The Message; Vol. V: 278

Devil the Great

Greatness that destroys elevation


but on the contrary



does not replace


or establish more good



or elevating energy


should be called



Devil the great!.

—The Message; Vol. I: 105

Tunnel of Satan

Power or authority bestowed

        which elevates not others,


is a smooth


       but sloping



tunnel of Satan!

—The Message; Vol. I: 181
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If I could invent an intermediary solution in which neither the killer is able to kill me nor do we need to kill him, then that is the strength.
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