‘Answer To The Quest’, written by Ray Hauserman, 1964
CHAPTER I

ON MARRIAGE AND MORALS
The Americans found Thakur seated in the yard of Boral Bungalow with a group of people gathered around him. A small lantern beside the bench on which he sat spread a circle of light around them. The visitors took their seats and after informal introductions, one of them observed, "Thakur, science has given men the power over nature, but not the wisdom to use it properly. Nowadays, it is said that man must gain an equal development in moral strength, otherwise, he may be destroyed."

"I feel," Thakur began, "that whenever love dissolves all the “ Complexes in the Love, then loyalty to moral law is automatic. Yet, the loll of lust and passion dissipates love, staggers in dilemma and creates a chaotic, suicidal society where evil runs in progression."

"Just what is the difference between love and lust, Thakur?" 

Thakur answered, "The sine qua non of love is, I think, the inclination to give. Its satisfaction is only in bestowing. It has no affinity with the dealer mentality of give and take. In it there are no expectations, no hope for return. Lust, on the other hand, is just the opposite. It is the inclination to get. It is 'wanton' (wanting in education, unled, unprincipled). Love reveals itself through admiration, service and offer of gratitude with every sincerity. Lust reveals itself through demand, deprivation and negligence with every lassitude. When love repels and lacks the zeal to suffer; when it cannot bear the cross of the beloved nor entertain him with progressive, profitable nurture; then, I believe, that  love is doubtful, fictitious and not based on the being but on passion."

"But, Thakur, isn't passion primordial? It is a fundamental part of man's life. Even philosophy says that man is born with 'original sin’."

"No doubt," Thakur explained, "passion is provided by Providence . . . but, in order to propagate existence in an uphill evolution of life. Its proper use through compatible marital match acts as toning food to the luster of conjugal life. Its excessive expression or unbalanced suppression brings a dullness and deterioration in body and brain. So I say to you: always be modest and honestly chaste and thus allow your craving to tone your existence and extend your marital go of life. Hence, being modest with normal restraint and off from its misuse, you shall have bliss in hearth and home .... and blessed children, too."

"Do you believe such restraint is possible, Thakur?"

 "I   believe, when  passion  sucks the  sauce from  life, then disintegration  absorbs existence and fettered fate taunts with tears.  But, when passion serves life passionately to make the adjustment   of   existence   meaningful,   then   that   propensity becomes soaked with love for existence in an active, serviceable ecstasy—your own and others too. Providence smiles and stretches His providing arms to embrace you. Then, such restraint is possible. So, can't you think of your beloved with wistful service and interest? Merely this will encourage your ability and repulse every contact that is foreign. Chastity will glow in your mind and dwell in your physique and a radiant reverence will resonate through each of your words and deeds. Then, with a thrilling caress of affection for life, you will be the emblem of nurture, hope and charity to your children and society!"

One of the young women shook her head. "There's one thing  that seems unjust, Thakur. Society expects chastity in women, but overlooks the lack of it in men. Why is there always this double-standard?"

"Virtue in man is vital to existence no doubt," Thakur replied. "But, I understand that chastity is specially indicated in woman because she is the mother who conceives—the cradle of life, happiness and peace. It is she who initiates every flowing good from the paternal, existential wealth. It is her discerning intelli​gence and affectionate goading that adjusts the children in good characteristics according to the essential resources of the father that dwell within. So, I understand that 'mother' means 'to measure’, for she is the measure of the child's personality."

"Still, Thakur, your explanation of love gives little room for give and take. Don't you feel that constancy and dedication must be mutual? A wife can't go on serving and loving without any I return in gratitude and love ..."

"...   I   feel,"   Thakur   interrupted   softly,   " that  selfish  expectations are the pebbles in the jar of existence that resist its  its being filled with the wine of life. Though love is seldom mutual, yet, it has a magnetic pull. The holy weapons that can conquer “ my  heart are love, compassion and service that well up and nurture your beloved's existence. It is such an apt and skilful go Hut can surely bind and beautify inseparably. So, I say: Always leave to your mate with an immortal, unbreakable tie and both I you be surrendered to your Lord with progressive, concentric service."

An Indian listener intervened, "Thakur, there's one problem when people surrender to their Lord. There are so many contradictory declarations on marriage relations. Christ believed in monogamy and not divorce. Moses and Mohammed advocated polygamy and divorce. And, there are Buddhists who believe in polyandry. All are different, and yet each feels that his way is the one that serves existence."

Thakur shook his head. "But I understand that each Lord is for life and growth. He is the watch of bread and imparts this to the people. All Prophets are the fulfilling Embodiments of the lame in essence, according to the needs of the age. Hence, compatible, contented, virtuous monogamy with zealous, serving initiative that binds each other with complacent satisfaction in a psychophysical, sacramental wedding is the monumental virgin endowment of society that begets Godly tradition and raises many upwards...."
". . . but, Thakur," the youth intervened, "if all are the same in essence, why did Moses and Mohammed permit divorce and support polygamy?"

"Hazrat Rasool has said," Thakur explained, "of all the laws permitted to man, the most hated by Allah is the law of divorce. And, I think, that 'hated by Allah' means 'hated by existence' for it is against life and growth. Furthermore, Lord Christ has said, '. . . . Moses permitted divorce because of the hardness of your hearts, but from the beginning it was not so. . .'  I feel that hard-hearted means passionately hard-hearted."

"But what about polygamy, Thakur? That's practically the same thing."
Thakur shook his head. "I think that the divorced and adulterous due to soaring shocks and unbalanced fickleness often beget cruel, hard-hearted offspring with passionate obsessions of diverse patterns. Whereas, I think that compatible, supra-selective polygamy is more encouraging, as it begets a variety of traits with superior intelligence."

"What fs supra-selective polygamy?"
"Supra-selective polygamy was practised, I think, when Abraham, the Patriarch, married Hagar, the hand-maid, at Sarah's insistence. For when a woman of lesser tradition is united in sacred wed-lock with a man of a greater at his wife's insistence, then supra-selective polygamy is practiced, often to fulfill and exalt the needs of existence."

"But, Thakur," the young American woman protested, "it is said that Sarah ultimately became jealous of Hagar and even  drove her away. I don't see how this exalted anybody's existence!"
"Thakur smiled softly. "But from Sarah's son, Jacob, came Christ the benevolent Blessing of Providence. From Hagar's son Ishmael, came Mohammed-the Servant of Survival. Did they not heighten the glow of Providence? Were they not the super-sonorous urge of Heaven?"

"Anyway, Thakur," another youth interrupted, "the legendary past is of  less concern than the immediate present. Today, civil law  in almost every country, and canon law in many, recognizes 'monogamy and divorce’."

"Yet  I feel," Thakur responded, ''that virtuous, contented, compatible monogamy is always the bliss that heaven adores. For It ordains by norm and nurture the birth of progeny of greatness. Whereas, divorce is always a civil adjustment of beastly ballot giving legal  sanction to debauchery with a fantastic chase of man and woman in a fickle, passionate crave. It indulges against the chaste go of life to create ill-fated progeny."

"Butl, Thakur, don't you feel there are times when divorce is required on grounds of ordinary humanity? When one of the partners is oppressed or neglected, the wife has no alternative but to seek divorce even though her love remains."

Thakur's eyes seemed to widen. "Have you ever seen in the scripture of love to fly away from beloved ? No, no, no! Blessed love never likes any contradictory action against the beloved, for love flows with every compassion: and what is more, it binds the beloved with a tie of   immortal adherence!"

Thakur glanced at a young Indian high school student standing on the edge of the group and called, "What does Christ say about divorce?" The high school student*, startled by this unexpected question and the apparent irrelevancy of it, shrugged his shoulders helplessly. A Bible appeared from one of the attendants who quickly leafed through the pages and began to read," He who divorces commits adultery and he who marries a divorced woman commits adultery .. ."

[ * This apparently innocent and seemingly irrelevant query to the high school youth was typical of Thakur. More than 15 years later when this youth had become an intern in a hospital in Connecticut and was having such difficulties with his wife that they seriously contemplated divorce, it was this long forgotten warning that restored a balance and renewed dedication to the young doctor that saved his marriage. Today, a successful surgeon in the southern part of USA, a happy home and two brilliant sons has made the doctor understand the relevance of Thakur's query of so many years before.]

"Then you don't approve of divorce under any circumstances? Even when the life together is nothing but conflict and sorrow for themselves and their children?"

"Physical   separation   in   extreme   incompatibility   with   a repenting, self-controlled, patient forbearance and a scrutinizing search  for solution may, as a last resort, relieve conflict and sorrow" Thakur observed. "Yet, I believe, divorce is ever an awful insult to humanity-especially to the progeny. It condemns one's heart to hardness and loosens the noble, sentimental greed for life, turning the people and the progeny uncharitable. It cherishes in the inner core of intelligence a filthy morale that scatters in the environment.  So,   I feel it is a sin, the satanic solution that deprives existence of good and Godliness and loses the prop of concentric zeal which lies in the bosom of nature!"

The American girl frowned. "Then, Thakur, well . . . well, what of those like us who are already divorced .... and our children .... do you feel we are doomed ?”

Hope radiated from Thakur's eyes. "To think 'all is determined' or   any   man   is  doomed   is  an  outrage to terminate God the Infinite, the all-merciful Almighty. I understand that good and '.id do exist. The strong mind, aware of the bad, makes the good flourish. So, I think, that in any society where divorce rolls on, linking the marital relation unrighteous, and the mates unreliable props of life to each other .... in such cases, and particularly in the union of previously divorced couples ...   if the dislike is to be dislocated, they should cleave together with love for Beloved the Lord, ever trying in the way of His love to chastise, mould, and appease   each   other   with   forbearance,   sympathy   and understanding, in happiness, sorrow and suffering. Further, while noting the villainous tyranny of divorce, they should also teach their  children  to  ignore  it too—except  in  cases of- shameful adultery. They should train their off-spring to select their mates with every righteous, careful observation and then be united in sacred, unbreakable wed-lock."

Thakur's voice became more compelling. "So I say again: Do resolve! Be not shaken! Be not detached . . . not divorced! Become  the prop and pilot for life and becoming. Forbear and suffer for the welfare of each other with a coupled go of love for your Lord. And, being strict to ignore and abhor the divorce system in society with your heart, brain and soul, let your children enjoy their parents with every loving, evolving push. Surely, in making them blessed, you shall be blessed and all will joy the glimpse of heaven!"

After  a  few   moments of silence, Thakur stood up  in the flickering light of the lantern and suggested "Let us go over by tree." The group arose and followed him in the darkness.
