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Talking Point 

Right to Land

Partition of India saw lakhs of people fleeing with family leaving behind their ancestral homestead. Militant activity in Jammu and Kashmir led to a similar scenario and recent events at Nandigram is a reminder of such episodes. Should such situations deprive one’s right to land?

Sri Sri Thakur Anukul Chandra explains that the role of the king or nation is to provide opportunities to everyone for all round development according to their instinct and ability, and ensure that none is either deprived from earning righteously or is allowed to bring misfortune to society through its misuse. So, individuals get personal right on land through the king or the state in due process and disciplined conditions (sishta sarta). This right is again transferred to others at the owner’s will. Therefore, none has the right to put someone in such a situation that he is ousted from his forefather’s homestead against his will. Neither has any leader the right to create such situations because of their leadership position that endangers people. (Alo. Pra. Vol. 9: 28-8-47)

Sri Sri Thakur tells that if some one does not own land, then he does not have activity. There are many such people who, even if offered, can’t safeguard their land with responsibility. It is not that the landless people who are laborious and productive can’t be the land owners by dint of their hard effort. On the other hand, it is always seen that the people loose their land due to wrong judgment and practices. So, it is the duty of the rich and established people of society to ensure that all persons in the society are able to sustain themselves (Alo. Pra. Vol. 8: 18-5-46).

There has to be provisions for nurturing the sick, old, helpless, incapacitated and the weak. One has to think placing oneself in these situations. Sri Sri Thakur tells that activity vitalizes the body and mind. So, even in these dependent situations, it is better to carry out whatever little one could do. (Alo. Pra. Vol. 8: 18-5-46)

Sri Sri Thakur favours distribution of land to the landless by taking it away from those who are having in excess. But, simultaneously he puts responsibility on the society to ensure that people giving their excess land are paid just amount as compensation. (Alo. Pra. Vol. 13: 2-8-48)

Sri Sri Thakur tells land is the gift of Supreme Father for preservation of people (Alo. Pra. Vol. 9: 28-8-47). Therefore, even a beggar is not disallowed from walking on roads even though he does not pay road tax. But, for achieving ownership on a land, one has to earn it. To highlight the point, he explains that the thing that one gets through hardship gives pleasure and satisfaction. We get light and air free of cost. But do they provide us any pleasurable feeling of achievement or strength? So, to ensure expansion of bliss and achievement of strength, the rule in the kingdom of God is to earn most of the things through action. (Alo. Pra. Vol. 8: 18-5-46)

Sri Sri Thakur criticizes the argument that ‘land belong to the person ploughing it’. He tells, “If you want to apply this principle, then to bypass the farmers, the blacksmith would say ‘land belongs to the person possessing the plough-share’. And again, the bullock will say ‘whoever pulls the plough would eat the grain’. There is a limit to everything. It is to be ensured that neither the farmer nor the land lord is deprived of his due (Alo. Pra. Vol. 8:27-7-1946). He tells “Foolish consideration always creates fallacy” (The Message, Vol. IX: 222) and warns “The vile lie

you have set on to create harm to others will, one fine morning appear before you in a peculiar shape to face you with harmful peculiarities; beware!” (The Message, Vol. IX: 172)

A land owner usually has to pay tax even if there is a crop failure. The profit that a land owner makes after paying for the seed, manure, maintenance, etc. is far less than the farmers cultivating on contract having no botheration. There are discomforts amidst the comforts and comforts amidst the discomforts for every one including farmers. (Alo. Pra. Vol. 8: 18-5-46)

Reflecting upon the dispute over the right on the harvest between the farmers and the land lords, Sri Sri Thakur tells that whoever has the right on land, has also the right on the harvest. He further clarifies that the owner of the land is none other than the person who actually has paid money and purchased it. The farmer who cultivates the land is entitled to get only that much what becomes his due for cultivating the land. The owner should get the prime share and the farmer should get the share for his labour (Anushruti, Vol.1:3-6).  

Discourses

(Translated from Alochana Prasange Vol.13:18-7-1948)

Sri Sri Thakur: Instinctive tendency is the main thing which unfurls in the form of habits and behaviour.

Sarat da: Doesn’t the habits and behaviour again become instinct?

Sri Sri Thakur: As much are the habits and behaviour in resonance with spirit, so much will be the acquisition and so will the cells get adjusted. Only when the gene gets adjusted according to the habits and behaviour over a prolonged period, it takes the form of instinct.

Satyanusaran

Work on, but be not enslaved. If a change of circumstances brings an undesirable change in your heart, know for certain you have enslaved yourself by your work.

Do not be confined by any kind of prejudice. Except those of the Supreme Father, all prejudices are bonds. Your fate is what is just beyond the range of your vision and knowledge—the not-seen, the not-known—hence is fate as you say. Throw off your proud, stupid, Satan ‘I’. Move on the will of the Supreme Father. Fate can do nothing. The Will of the Supreme Father is Fate

In your every condition just try to understand His blissful will. You will see, grief can’t touch you; rather, strength will come in your heart and even in sorrow you will find bliss.

Don’t break down thinking about fate. Work on! Don’t be idle! For just as you work, so is your fate unfurled to your vision. The doer of good never fares ill. He gets his reward sooner or later.

With eyes on the Supreme Father, work on! His will is fate. Don’t sit foolishly making fate anything else. Many people leave their rudder, sit non-pulsed and think they are without a destiny. Having no reliance, they ultimately pass their whole lives in distress. That is foolishness.

When your ‘you’ leaves, fate is finished. Then there is no seeing, so no unseen.   

The Message

Common Sense
The sense

       that communes

existential need and nurture

or the sense

        which is propitious

to life and growth

       and adjusted accordingly,

may be called

      common sense.

—Vol. IX: 33

Keep thy Kitchen and Land Well-equipped

Keep they kitchen

       with thy arable land



well-equipped


to adjust and make people




inter-interested

       with self-complacent



compliances,


thus be thou adjusted,



let thy economy 




effulge out of it.

—Vol.VIII:334

None has the right to put one to such a situation that he is ousted from his forefather’s homestead  against his will.
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